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The Epistle

Notes from Pastor Krenz

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. ~ 1 Cor. 1:18

Dear friends in Christ,

A blessed Easter season to all! Over the past 18 months a committee
has been going through a planning process called “Re:Vitality”. As
part of that program, we were tasked with coming up with a purpose
statement. This is a statement that describes our understanding of
God’s purpose for placing us in this place, at this time, and for these
people. Our proposed statement is: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Columbia exists to proclaim Christ through public worship and the
clear and joyous teaching of God’s word in the congregation and for
the community. We provide Biblical /Christ centered opportunities
through worship, education, fellowship, outreach, mission and human
care to individuals and families by reflecting Christ’s love to all.

The first sentence of statement describes the essence of who we are;
proclaiming Christ and teaching Christ's Word in the congregation
and community. God has allowed us to do many things here at St.
Paul’s, but if we fail to do this, we are missing out on the essence of
what we are as the body of Christ. How does this apply to you? As
we come out of this pandemic, this is the perfect time to recommit
ourselves to regular/weekly hearing and receiving Christ and his word
in worship. Now is the time to recommit to growing your faith through
personal devotions, group Bible Studies, and the like. As Christ fills
us with his powerful word the calling to reflect that love becomes sec-
ond nature. Look over this purpose statement and let us know what
you think. Many blessings as you serve the Savior who never stops
serving us. This purpose statement and mission statement will have
been shared and possibly voted on at the April 20" Voter's meeting.

~ In His service, Pastor Krenz
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Easter Fun

On March 26th,
§ the Board of Out-
reach conducted
its 3rd Annual
Community East-
er Egg Hunt. 21
Mg children ages 3—

@< 11 attended.
¢ a8 " Many thanks to
Dianne Bierman
for making this
g such a great
Z1event every year.

The Lutheran/Christian Difference

26 For as often as you eat this brings this soul food to those whose
bread and drink the cup, you pro- lives are less than ideal. In honor of
claim the Lord's death until he the Savior who has given us such a
comes. ~ 1 Cor. 11:26 gift, let us continually partake of this
meal receiving the best our Lord has

to offer. It is one of the best ways

The Lord’s Supper He cares for us.

Itis a tremendous blessing to be Lutheran/Christian books from Con-

part of a sacramental church. By ., i3 publishing House to strength-

sacramental, | mean taking seriously your faith:

the concrete ways our Savior brings S
. The Spirituality of the Cross by

us the blessings of salvation. The
Gene Edward Vieth Jr.

tangible promises of a crucified and
. The Defense Never Rests by

Craig A. Parton

risen Savior are placed into our lives
through the water and promise of

baptism and in the gift of his body Dying to Live, the Power of For-

and blood for forgiveness, life, and giveness by Harold Seinkbeil.
salvation. Justas Jesus gavethe | words of Strength and Promise,
Lord’s Supper to his disciples while Devotions for Youth

he was being betrayed so also, he



Member Highlight—Wes & Debbie Mahnken

Debbie moved to Columbia ’I “v_f Lot
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from Troy, IL in 2017. She
decided to settle in here be-

cause of its small town com-

munity atmosphere and lo-
cation that gave her easy
access to her job as an Ad-
ministrative Assistant at

World Wide Technology in

St. Louis, her family in Troy , and an easier commute to her then-fiancé's
farm in Frohna, MO. Debbie feels at home in Columbia and loves the feel
of community and safety. The friendly, warm and welcoming residents
gives her the same feeling she had growing up in Fairmont City, IL.

Wes is a life-long resident of Frohna, MO and a member of Trinity Lutheran
in Altenburg before transferring to St. Paul’s earlier this year, Wes and
Debbie wanted to belong to the same church and both felt immediately at
home at St. Paul’s. They find Pastor Krenz to be a wonderful shepherd.
Wes and Debbie were JUST MARRIED on April 10th. For now, they con-
tinue to live in two states, with Wes doing most of the commuting .

The Mahnken’s favorite Bible verse is 1 John 4:18-19, “There is no fear in
love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punish-
ment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because He
first loved us. ©

When they are at the farm, their favorite thing to do is watch their cat-

tle. Wes does some grain farming but his passion is the beef cattle. They
also love having their grandchildren visit. The kids love it at the farm as
much as they love having them there.

Wes & Debbie consider their time in Columbia their “city time.” Before
COVID, they explored the surrounding small towns and attended local
events. They also like to go to St Louis sporting events, The Fox, the
Muny, and concerts. They enjoy going to their grandchildren’s sports
games and having family get togethers. Like many, they are anxious for
the COVID restrictions to ease so that we can all get back to normal.
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Member Highlight—Helen Nowak

Helen was born in Point Rest, MO
and was baptized at Trinity Lutheran
Church. Her family moved to Cross-
town to escape the ever-present
threat of their farm flooding. When
Trinity was destroyed by a major
flood in the early 1940s the congre-
gation disbanded and joined Zion
Lutheran in Crosstown. She attend-
ed Zion’s one-room school through
the 8th grade. Helen was entered
the teaching profession after ma-
triculing from St. Paul’s Junior Col-
lege in Concordia, MO and Concor-
dia University, Seward, NE. She
taught grades 2, 3, 5, and 6 in Ohio,
Missouri, and lllinois. In 1969, Helen
married Ron and transferred her
membership to Mount Calvary in Ca-
hokia. They transferred to St.
Paul’s in 1974. After starting a family,
she switched to substitute teaching
in schools mainly in Columbia, Wa-
terloo, and Cahokia.

Helen and Ron were married over
42 years. He passed away in 2012.
Helen has three children and seven
grandchildren. Karl and his wife
Donna live in Columbia with their
five: Levi, Hannah, Sophia, Grace,
and Madeline. Kendra returned to

Columbia after retiring from the Navy

in 2017. Kirista lives in Florida with

The Epistle
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her

hus-
band,
Chuck, §
and

two

sons,
Carson Bd'
and '
Collin.

Always very involved in church life,
Helen has served in many roles in-
cluding being a member of the
boards of finance, education, trus-
tees, Sunday school and VBS teach-
er, he choir, handbells, Ladies
League, and the Women’s group.
She was also very involved in the
building expansion project and asso-
ciated Find Us Faithful campaign.

A version of Ephesians 4:32 set to
music is Helen’s favorite Bible verse
and song: “Be kind to one another,
be tenderhearted, too, forgiving one
another as Christ forgives you.
These words are very simple, they’re
also very true. They are found in the
Bible in Ephesians 4:32.”

Helen enjoys reading the newspa-
per, cooking and baking with her
grandkids, and traveling. She is also
learning to play the organ.



We highlighted Unity Lu-
theran School in the last is-
sue’s “Meet the Missionary”
column. Shortly after publi-
cation of that issue of the
Epistle, we were blessed to
have Nancy Stallard, the
school’s Director of Devel-
opment, and a number of
parents and students from
the school worship and
speak with us about the im-
portant work done every day § -
at this inner city school. Here are a few photos of their visit. If you would
like more information about how you can help support this amazing mis-

sion, please contact Nancy at nstallard@unityesl.org or 618.874.6605.
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Thank You! Ef“\j e AN
We'd like to offera HUGE »
“thank you” to Andrew, Aid-

en, and Josh Colyer for re- \
cording, editing, and making g,.
our services available on :

the internet this past year.

Josh prepares the slides for
the worship screens and after taping the service with his sons, he edits and
uploads them to YouTube. This process cane take up to two hours. In
June, taping will switch from Saturday to the 8 a.m. Sunday service; the
service will be viewable online later on Sunday or Monday morning.

LWML/Ladies League

In March, Nancy Radentz led a group ex-
ercise called “Getting to Know Us.” It
was fun, relaxing, and helped us get to
know each other better.

Ruth Nelson’s son-in-law, Rev. Miguel
Torneire was our guest speaker in April.
He is a missionary and currently serves

| as the vacancy pastor at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Centralia. The topic of Rev. Torneire’s talk was “In Our Voca-
tion, We are All Missionaries.”

Our May and June meetings will have Alicia Benning and Diane Grebing
as our guest speakers respectively. Alicia will discuss “Women in Ministry:
Their Role in the Early Church and What Deaconesses Do Today.” Diane,
our LWML SID President, will brief us on the National LWML convention
and the new LWML mission statement.

The Ladies League/LWML meets on the first Thursday every month in the
Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m. Bring your lunch, drink, and a mask. Ques-
tions? Call Wanda at 618.281.4691.

**Registration for the 2021 LWML 39" Biennial Convention in Lexington,
KY is full. You may request to be put on a wait list.



Worship Schedule Changes

As COVID restrictions are easing, we have eliminated sign-ups for all ser-
vices. We have also removed the ropes on the pews to allow for increased
capacity at all services; there are “X” marks on the pews to help ensure ad-
equate distance between individuals or family groups.

After Easter, the Wednesday morning communion devotionals were discon-
tinued. The two Sunday morning services will continue at 8 a.m. and the
10:30 a.m. service will continue to be masked. In June, we will end the
Saturday morning services and return to Monday evening services at 6:30
p.m. The current procedure for communion distribution will remain.

VBS — God’s Wonder Lab

Save the date for in-person VBS!

Sunday, July 18th in the afternoon
and in the mornings of July 19th—
22nd.

This year’s theme is “God’s Wonder
¥ o0 >°

Lab.” We need volunteers to help that S THE IN®

week. Registration and volunteer sign-up information is forthcoming. For

now, please pray that this VBS would reach many families in our

community!

It is unknown what types of mitigation strategies may be needed at that
time. Stay tuned for updates about VBS in the newsletter, Pastor’s weekly e
-mail, Facebook, and our website. Thank you for your support and prayers!
~Carleigh Ottwell, VBS 2021 Director

Board of Finance: February—March

Fund Receipts Expenses Balance

General $44,121.84 $54,040.20 $107,046.53

Building $6,753.00 $27,402.68 $35,785.13
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Church Council

The Church Council is made up of the chairs of all of the boards as outlined
in the congregation’s constitution. In the past, the Council met four times a
year, usually the week prior to Voter's Meetings. We recently decided to
begin meeting a minimum of 8 times per year in order to improve communi-
cation between boards and to streamline business practices, especially for
areas where board responsibilities overlap. So far this year, the Council
has met two times: March 14th and April 13th. The boards will continue to
update the congregation every quarter at the Voter’s Meeting; these up-
dates will include any business discussed at the Council meetings. If you
would like a copy of the minutes of any of the past Council or Voter’'s meet-

Board of Stewardship

Each year our congregation joins with 91 others in the Southern lllinois
District (SID) of the LCMS to support its ministry work. This year we are
sending $24,000 from our budget towards the district’'s $1M budget. Ap-
proximately one third of the budget is used for direct mission work includ-
ing prison ministry, congregational subsidies, university outreach, etc. An-
other third is used to help cover administration expenses, and most of the
remaining third goes to the national Synod. Thank you for helping to sup-
port the mission work of the SID!

Youth News

Middle school youth
at a recent Life
Night.

Upcoming Youth Events:

May 8— Service Project
May 9—Youth Sunday service participation

June 19— Tentative date for Meramec River float trip



p -

In order to encourage everyone to be ‘more intentional’ in reaching out to
others in Christian love and care, the Board of Christian Outreach is provid-
ing specific outreach suggestions in each newsletter. OOpS stands for
Outreach Opportunity Suggestions.

Go on! We dare you!
Over the next two months, we “dare” you to do the following.

(1) To pray for the Holy Spirit to empower St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
through Word and Sacrament to be a faithful, outreaching congregation
with a pastor, trained leaders, and members who regularly and intentionally
engage in spiritual conversations with themselves and others.

(2) To support and participate in the Community Canvasses the Board of
Christian Outreach proposes to carry out in the next few years.

We took this pushy step because we sense a growing number of our lead-
ers and members want St. Paul’s to expend more time, energy, and re-
sources on outreach. We urge you to pray that the Holy Spirit would have
His Outreach Way more and more with you and with everyone in our church
family. And we urge you to pray that the Holy Spirit would inspire you, and
maybe even your whole family, to become part of the “Canvass Corps” we
hope soon to recruit, train, and deploy.

FAITH FARM AdJoyful Foonby Mike Waters

SURE, YOU CAN!
YOU CAN PLANT
IT, TEND IT, AND

WATCH IT GROW!

MY FAITH IS SO
SMALL, | CAN'T
DO ANYTHING
WITH IT!

AR

www.joyfultoons.com © 2011 Michael D. Waters

He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly | tell you,
if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to
this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move.
Nothing will be impossible for you.” — MatTHEW 17:20 Niv
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Meet Our Missions — St. Paul Lutheran High School

Saint Paul is a residential high
school committed to preparing lead-
ers to declare Christ. A global mis-
sion in the heart of Missouri, Saint
Paul has been dedicated to educa-
tion in the finest Lutheran tradition
since 1883.

History. In the pre-Civil War era, the
area around what is now Concord,
MO was very pro-Southern. The Ger-
man settlers there were pro-Union.
They had experienced civil strife and
sided with anti-slavery North. For
this, they were drug into the streets
and shot. The town was founded by
a Lutheran German pastor, who
when the war was over prayed that
there could now be "concord" be-
tween the North and South, and
named the town with that new hope.
In 1883 St. Paul's College was
founded by the Reverend F. J. Biltz

with the help of local Lutherans who
saw the need for more ministers of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to serve
the growing population of the west.

The Rev. Andrew Baepler (1850-
1927), English missionary for the Lu-
theran Church (Western District),
was called to be the director of the
school. Lessons began in his home
on January 3, 1884 with a handful of
students . As the school grew, more
teachers and facilities were add-

ed. In 1905, St. Paul was elevated
to a college with the addition of two
classes. In 1919 the school was
closed for a time because of an out-
break of typhoid and was later
closed again because of the Span-
ish Flu epidemic.

Until World War |, instruction was in
German; the shift to English lan-
guage came as a result of anti-
German sentiment. Female stu-
dents were admitted for the first time
in 1954 as the church saw the need
for trained women in leadership
roles. In the 1960s the curriculum
shifted from a ministerial focus to a
liberal arts focus with a Christian em-
phasis. At that time programs for
teacher education and music were

added.
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The college was accredited in 1965, but because of declining enrollment,
it was dropped in 1986. St. Paul is currently the only residential high
school in the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod’s inventory of education-

al institutions.

Mission. The mission of Saint Paul Fast Facts

is to provide curricular and co-

. Student Body: 200

. International Students: 75

curricular experiences in a Christian

environment that equip students for _
. Countries represented: 20

. Local (Day) Students: 96
. Male Students: 102
. Female Students: 98

.« Living in Dorms: 52%

joyful, faithful service to Christ and
His world. Students are academical-
ly prepared for a college environment
and inspired to see their future voca-
tions as service to God and to one

another. The school admits students of all nationalities, faiths, and de-

nominations.

Campus. Concordia, Missouri, with around 2,500 residents, is the home
of Saint Paul. The campus includes 40 acres, with classroom and resi-
dence buildings, a fine arts building, and several large practice fields for

sports. The campus is also headquarters of Lutheran Bible Translators.

"4

“Famous” Alumni.

Marvin Leudeman (HS)
Helen Nowak

(Jr. College) 51 P;\Ul\ (Oll}(lk

_ High School and Junior College
Ken Sievers (HS)

In 1883 St Paul’s was founded by the Reverend
. F.J Biltz with the help of Lutherans In  the
Stephen TheISS (HS) Concordia area who with him saw the need for
wre ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
0 serve thw growing popt iation of the west
. ) The Rev. Andrew Baepler (1850-1927), Enqglish
FOr more InfOrmathn, missionary for the Lutheran Church (Western
] District), was called to be the director of the
check out the following ¥ school. Lessons began in his home on January 3
- 1ot with three students

links In 1905 the first

irst colle« yéar was added

) ne hext year St ‘auls was a siIX-yoeatr

. Sp|hs_org ; ichool ! en graduates entered The Lutheran

. lostcolleges.com/st-
pauls-college

. waymarking.com/waymarks/\WM3BBD St Pauls_College


https://splhs.org%20
https://www.lostcolleges.com/st-pauls-college
https://www.lostcolleges.com/st-pauls-college
https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM3BBD_St_Pauls_College

2 éaroline Herbeck
3 Sue Dillard
Carol Essert
Andrew Holman
4 Nicholas Bierman
Jordan Colyer
5 Debra Dietz
Michele Nelson
Wanda Portell
Heather Quevreaux
7 Quintin Roland
8 Steve Dinkelman
9 Sarah Fulk
Silas Smith
10 Tom Eytchison
Rex Hancock
Ariana Hudacek
Joe Starek
Mel Stuckmeyer
12 Ryan Greer

13

15

17

18

20
21

Randy Hill
Stephen Krenz
Bailie Potts
Mike Louis
Seth Schwartz
Nicole Zavadil
Tucker Herbeck

Ervin Riebeling

Jeremy Grueninger 25

Todd Hale
Mallory Beatty
Graycie Luberda
Juanita Ritter
Susan Champion
Charles Farris
Lisa Krenz
Franklin McCann
Tricia Dinkelman
Angie Dixon

Michael Gorges

—HIPPY—

17
28
31

14 Heather & Kip Quevreaux
Dan & Judith Schwartz
16 Mary & Ray Clyde

The Epistle

Kylie Hofstettér

Cameron Nowak

Lennon Ottwell

22 Jason Chandler
Alan Whiteside

23 Charles Consolino
John Grohman

24 Callahan Rule

Marianne May

Jane Stumpf

26 Ed Williams

27 Owen Lammert
Melodye Stamm

28 Chelsea Linderer

29 Taylor Bierman
Reagan Mathews

29 Collin Grandt

31 Ruth Ann Archer

A << -

—r 94}/«1/1 /b\}&e‘@ SSARM
3  Brenda & Gene Henckler
Stacey & Nathan Filipiak

5 Jason & Lori Woodcock

Robert & Melissa Roessler
Terry & Debbie Aldridge
Don &Nancy Radentz
Dale & Cindy Schickedanz



10

" Jillian Gross

Brittney Hudacek
Kyva Meyers

Demi Roediger
Charles Gross
Jeff Phelps
Christopher Bequett
Jeffrey Starek
Samantha Blosser
Eric Bierman
Thomas Hagan
Tricia Rauh
Debbie Aldridge
Samantha Potts
Don Radentz
Deborah Roediger
Jeanne AuBuchon
Christina Schmitt
Melvin Becherer
Marilyn Kisro
Brian Upchurch
Charity Wright

June Anniversaries on Next Page

15
16

Randall Hood 20
Barbra Schneider
Amy Riebeling

Dale Schickedanz
Allison Eckert

Zach Locke

Trey Roessler 21

Margaret Simmons 23

Brett Gummersheimer 24
Emily Stephens 25
Rick Meyer

JoAnn Byerley

Kent Haberl 26
Alice Jestus

Jennifer Ainsworth 27
Sophia Collet

Eli Gummersheimer
Sarah Haskell 28
Adrianna Misra 29
Dane Schickedanz 30

Lori Woodcock

Rick Butler
Jacqueline Gross
Haley Mathews
Augustine Niehaus
Bob Portell

Lenna Schickedanz
Marilyn Snider
Melissa Upson
Brandon Aldridge
Vivienne Blankenship
Kinley Camp
Nathan Kremmel
William Duvall
Brittany Konersman
Jacob Camp

Nikki Link

Nancy Radentz
Dane Quevreaux
Karlye Thompson
Gene Haberl

Tanner Roessler
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June Anniversaries

2 Brian & Jennifer Kremmel Gary & Ruth Camp 20 Tom & Sue Dillard
Levi & Careigh Ottwell Wanda & Charles Ervin Riebeling & Mary
John & Sharon Garfield Gross Karbassi
4 Randy & Marian Mathews 14 Patrick &Bethany Grandt Joe & Jan Starek
Brad & Deanna Roessler 15 Christine & Don Link 21 Phyllis Peters & Bernard
Roger & Kathy 17 Charles & Jeanine Murrell
Stechmesser Consolino 22 Ashley & Jeremy
7 Jamie & Harold Lyon Joel & Savannah Reichert
Pamela & David Elliott Greatting 26 Mark & Deborah Eischer
Marilyn & Paul Snider 18 Mike &Sandy Louis 28 Dan & Jan Elbrecht
10 Kurt & Erin Schmoll Eddie & Ann Luedeman 29 Melinda & Roger Floarke
12 Kristen & Ryan Jack & Julie Russell
Ackermann Joy & Alan Whiteside

Women'’s Ministry

Our Valentine’s Day flower delivery was a
success. Thanks again to all who helped.
We will be helping our member and owner
of Memory Lane Floral, Pam Haberl, with
flower deliveries again for Mother’s Day.
These two flower delivery events are our
main fundraisers every year. The money
we earn from these events is used to pur-
chase flowers for the Easter cross, to help
the Pre-School with snacks for Grand-
parent’s Day, and to fund donations to vari-

. . = S T )
ous other organizations. : F=IN

For now, the monthly potlucks we sponsor for the congregation are still on
hold. Hopefully we will be able to enjoy the good food and fellowship again
soon. Until then, remember what Jesus says Matthew 18:19-20 " “| also tell
you this: If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my
Father in heaven will do it for you. For where two or three gather together
as my followers, | am there among them.”

The Women’s Ministry meets the 3rd Monday each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. All ladies are welcome!



Wedding Bells

<% 2 &

Congratulations to Wes and Debbie Mahnken who were joined in holy

matrimony in our sanctuary on April 10th. They are pictured here with their
grandchildren. For more about Wes and Debbie, see page 3.
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