
 

 

The Epistle  March  

òYou Meant it for evil, but God meant it for goodó   Genesis 50:20 

Friends and Members of St. Paulõs,  
The above verse covers this yearõs Mid-Week Lenten series theme. These words of Joseph to his 

brothers were given when they thought he would go the revenge route in response to their  

previous evil treatment of him.  Through the grace and power of God he chose another way. 

Each Wednesday We will be referencing this theme while looking at Jesusõ journey to calvary 

and the open tomb as stated in Luke 22 -24. Join us for these mid -week services, as we  

collectively focus on the Lenten tasks of prayer and repentance with the sacrificial love of Christ  

always in view.  God is good!  A blessed Lent to all!  

In His Service, Pastor Krenz  
 

2023 Lenten/Holy Week Services  

Theme  òYou Meant it for Evil, But God Meant it for Goodó  
-A sermon series based on Lukeõs Passion account    

Wednesdays  4pm and 6:30 pm   

March 1 st  Lent  1 Luke 22:14, 24-38,   Pastor Holman     
  òHe was Numbered Among the Transgressorsó    

March 8 th Lent 2  Luke 22:39-62 Pastor Sievers  òThe Real Battleó   

March 15 th  Lent 3 Luke 22:63-23:1 Pastor Krenz     
  òWhen You See Such Blind Ignorance, What Do You Think?ó   

March 22 nd  Lent 4  Luke 23:1-25   Seminarian, Michael Ewert    
  òFaith in a Complicated Worldó     

*March 29 th Lent 5  Luke 23:26-43   Pastor Holman    
  òThat Day, and Todayó   

  * Meal in Fellowship Hall: 5:15pm -6:15pm  
 

April 6 th  Maundy Thursday Service:   6:30pm  

April 7 th  Good Friday Services:  12pm & 6:30pm  

April 9 th Easter Sunday Services:   

      6am Sunrise Service at the St. Paulõs Lutheran Cemetery  

     (Centerville Road & S. Riebling Street)  

      8am & 10:30am at the Church  

April 10 th  No Monday Service    
 

March Sunday/Monday Sermon Themes  
March 5th & 6th  Romans 4:1 -8, 13-17 òThe Father of Faithó  
 

March 12 th and 13 th  John 4:5 -26 òTo Be Decidedó 
 

March 19 th and 20 th  John 1:1 -7, 13-17, 34-39  òThe Reality of Darkness, and the Gift of Sightó 
   

March 26 th and 27 th  John 11:17 -27, 38-53  òThe implications of a Revived Lazarusó   

Inside this issue:  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church, 227 Goodhaven Street, 

Columbia, IL  62236  618.281.4600  stpauls -lcms.org  

facebook.com/stpaulscolumbiail  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Our mission is to Proclaim Christ,  

 Teach Christõs Word and Reflect Christõs Love to all! 
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Something from Sam  
 

 In March, the world  

celebrates St. Patrickõs Day.  

But this holiday has a richer  

tradition than just dying rivers green 

and eating corned beef. The church 

remembers St. Patrick as a missionary 

to the Irish people, and his crazy life 

was a witness to a God who loves us 

and is with us in every situation.  

 Originally born in Britain, Patrick was kidnapped 

as a teenager and taken to work as a slave in Ireland. 

After six years of long, hard work, he managed to  

escape! On his run for freedom, Patrick found a place 

to stay at a monastery in France. Because of his time 

spent there, he eventually even became a pastor  

himself. With his newfound freedom, St. Patrick did the 

last thing anyone would expect ñ he returned to the 

land where he had once been a slave, carrying the 

message of a God who had come to set people free 

from all their sins. There is a prayer St. Patrick wrote and 

often recited as he traveled, and its beautiful words  

remind us today that the triune God is with us always, 

no matter what life may bring:  

òChrist be with me, Christ within me, Christ  

behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, 

Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, 

Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, 

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.  

òI bind unto myself the name, the strong name of 

the Trinity, by invocation of that name, the Three -in-

One and One -in-Three, by whom all nature has 

been created; eternal Father, Spirit, Word; praise to 

the Lord of my salvation, salvation is of Christ the 

Lord. Amen.ó  
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Debbie & Terry Aldridge  
We have been members of St. Paulõs for 16 years.  

My Family Transferred from Mt.Calvary on April 24, 2007.  

My husband Terry and I were married at Mt.Calvary  

(Cahokia, Il.) on May 28 1983...This coming May will be 

40 years.  

We have...  

3 amazing Children: Courtney, Brandon, Brett  

2 Grandchildren: Emerson age 6, Beckett age 5  

1 English Bulldog Isabel  

Ú  I am retired from Radiologic technology (38) years 

and a Pre -K Paraprofessional (12) years.  

Ú  Terry is partially retired from Construction.  

Ú  We enjoy vacations in our Motorhome when we can 

get away. We love to visit the Ocean any chance we 

get.  

Ú  The Church to me has stayed the same except for  our 

communion distribution. We really miss gathering at the 

Altar.  

Ú  My Favorite Bible Verse: Philippians4 -13  

òI can do all things through Christ, he gives me strength.ó 

Ú  Also the Serenity Prayer is one of my favorites.  

Ú  I am now 2 years in serving on St. Paulõs Stewardship 

committee.  

March 20th   Newsletter Deadline is the third Monday of most months. 

Please send articles, photos, etc. to secretary@stpauls -lcms.org Thank you for your help!  

Thank you to our Newsletter Folding Volunteers that help each month!  2 

Order your Easter Lilies,  
in honor, in memory,  

or celebration  

by Monday, March 6th.  

$8.50 each  

Find order form in Narthex - Drop in church office  

Pr^~z Y¡±Ɵ  Prk¬k ^¬k }^~¹ fkrs~i °rk ­gk~k­ q¬¡±©­ ^~i ©k¡©{k ·r¡ i¡ }^~¹ °rs~q­ p¡¬ °rs­  
g¡~q¬kq^°s¡~ƥ   ! ­©kgs^{ °r^~z ¹¡± °¡ ?^¬s^~~k ?^¹ ·r¡ r^­ p¡¬ }^~¹ ¹k^¬­  
r^­ }^ik ­±¬k °r^° ¡±¬ ¡±°­sik ©{^~°­ ^~i p{¡·k¬­ ^¬k °¬s}}ki ^~i °si¹ƥ    
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LWML/LADIES LEAGUE    2023 
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 The Fellowship Hall was decorated so òlovelyó for our 

February meeting. Nancy Radentz  led with a devotion entitled 

òCandlemas:  The Middle of Winteró followed by a òFind us 

Faithfuló table prayer.  Lunch (desserts by our hostesses, Sandy 

R. & Marilyn S.) was followed by enjoyable entertainment  

provided by ten Kaskaskia Trail Chorus members. A business 

meeting followed. We made plans for a get -together with our 

Mailbox members as well as  receiving committee reports.  

 Our March meeting will feature a topic by Sam Wegner 

entitled òSpeaking Out for the Gospel: Womenõs Voices in the 

Reformation.ó  Hostesses will be 

Rose Anne B. and Nancy R.  
  

LWML News    
(For our members and Mailbox Members)  

SID 2023 Spring Retreat  entitled òOn Eagleõs Wingsó will  

be held on Saturday, March 4, 2023 at Our Savior in  

Carbondale, IL . Registration forms are available and need to 

be received by 2/20/23 ð Cost is $20.00 .  Marilyn S.,  

Helen N., Sam W., and Wanda G. plan to attend.  

LWML Convention   
òCelebrate the Lord of the Nationsó will be held at  

Milwaukee, WI from 6/22 to 6/25/2023.  Registration has begun.  

 

We would love to have you join us at meetings, events,  

service projects, or just to visit. For more information,  

contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691. 
 

 

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions,  

and equip women to honor God by serving others . 

Lisa Krenz, Marilyn Snider, 

Jane Stumpf, & Wand Gross 

at a Women's Retreat at 

Camp Wartburg.  
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Two Early Spring  OOPS 
The more the merrier!  Your Board of  

Christian Outreach has two, can do  

Outreach Opportunity Suggestions for you  

to consider this month .  

OOPS Number One ñPick up an Easter 

Card  or two in the lobby to send to a friend 

or church member who has lost a dear  

loved -one to Heaven since last Easter.   

You have no idea how meaningful your  

Easter greeting may be to that still grieving 

brother or sister in Christ!  

OPPS Number TwoñInvite and/or bring with 

you a youngster or two to our Easter Egg 

Hunt  on Saturday , April 1  (no fooling) at 2 

p.m .  Along with your invitation, you might 

even explain why an egg is such a  

wonderful Easter symbol.   Big decision ñ

Should you just send a card or just invite 

someone to the egg hunt or do both?    
 

Thatõs our March Lent/Easter  

Outreach OPportunity Suggestion.  

Just another òah-haó OOPS  

(Outreach Opportunity Praying Suggestion)  

from your Board of Christian Outreach.  

Comforts of Love Quilters ñTuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.  

Please join us! We have òsewó much 

fun! Remember us  

w/ Extra fabric, Queen Sized sheets, 

Large table clothes and embroidery 

thread ! Thank you for all your support!  

WOMENõs Ministry Sunday Potluck  
On the 4th Sunday of each month, we will gather  

after the 10:30 service for a fellowship meal.  
 

The Womenõs Ministry generally meets on 

the third Monday of each month . (3/20)  

Please join us 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

March 26th  
Church -Wide Fellowship Potluck  

WOMENõS MINISTRY 
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News...  The word is getting out about our Food Pantry!  

We are seeing new families and serving more people each month. Thank you 

for your help!   

Current Pantry Needs:  

Toilet Paper, Ketchup , Popcorn , Coffee , Saltines and Pudding . 
 
 

     Call 281 -4600   

for assistance on all other days.   

March Dates:   

3/1     3/8    3/15  

Food Pantry Hours : 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays  

1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesdays  

4-6 pm  

A hot cross bun is a spiced sweet bun usually made with 

fruit, marked with a cross on the top, and has been  

 traditionally eaten on Good Friday in the United Kingdom, 

Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Canada,  

India, Pakistan and the United States. Hot cross buns  

became  commemorations of Good Friday , and across 

Christendom the cross came to represent the crucifixion 

and the spices symbolized those used to embalm Jesus at 

his burial.  



 

 

I had a conversation with my son recently 

about God. I was explaining to him the nature 

of the Trinity: We worship one God: the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit. He quickly  

countered, òWe worship one God? But three 

plus one equals four!ó 
 

If youõve ever had a hard time explaining our 

Triune God to people ñwhether it be children, people outside 

the church, or even people who have been in church for a long 

timeñyou are not alone. This is what St. Patrick (the person for 

whom March 17th is named) was trying to do when he 

preached the Gospel in Ireland in the 400s A.D. According to 

tradition, St. Patrick used the shamrock (three -leafed clover) to 

describe God being three persons (three leaves) in one God 

(one plant).  
 

Of course no analogy is perfect ñ  

our Triune God is beyond human comprehension!  

But if youõre ever stuck trying to explain something 

as challenging as the Trinity, remember the  

shamrock. It is a powerful picture of the nature of God.  

-Pastor Ray Holman  

PS - Pick up a Trinity Coloring Page in the Narthex!  
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Adult Education  
 

Sundays - Defending and Proclaiming the Faith  
Join us on Sunday mornings starting February 26th as we address  

questions like òWhy would a good God allow evil and suffering?  

Do all religions ultimately point to the same God? Why is the Bible  

trustworthy? This six-week class will hopefully assist participants in their 

understanding and response to these and other common religious 

questions.  
 

Psalms: Conversations with God:  
Michael Ewert, our Seminarian, will be leading this Sunday morning six 

week class covering what is often referred to as the hymnal of the old 

Testament. This will  run six weeks starting, February 26th . It will meet in 

the last classroom on the left in the Sunday School wing.  
 

Tuesday Menõs Bible Study 
Meet with us at 7:15 am in the Narthex. All men welcome.  

Wednesday Womenõs Bible Study  
Please join us on Wednesdays, at 10 am, in one of the Sunday School 

Rooms with Nancy Radentz, as we journey thru the book of Romans.  
 

Fridays, Once a Month - Itõs Some of the PSALMS in 2023 
Weõre going to be studying some of the Psalms in our first  

Friday of the month Not Just for Couples Bible Study Group .  Our first 

class was Friday, February 9, and we will next meet March 10 at 6:30 

p.m. in the fellowship hall.  Cost of the CPH study guide is $10 each.  

Before class preparation is strongly encouraged.  Adults of any age are 

welcome.  Please contact Pastor Sievers (314-882-2097 or  

pastorsievers@yahoo.com   
 

Membership Classes:   
If you are someone you know is interested in learning more about what 

Lutherans believe and teach, please contact Pastor Krenz. An initial 

class is scheduled for Sunday, March 12 th at 4pm. Typically these  

classes go 10 weeks, and he can accommodate various schedules.   

A hybrid confirmation class can also be given for high schoolers or  

college students,  who for a variety of reasons where not able to  

participate in the middle school confirmation program.  

Members of St. Paul's:  

We will once again be hosting our VBS this 

year, June 12th - 16th, 9 am to 12 pm each 

day. We are in need of several volunteers 

who would be willing to be site leaders and 

group leaders for the week. This year's theme 

is God's Living Water . If you are interested in 

helping out, please contact Carleigh Ottwell  
carleigh.ottwell@gmail.com   

or 618-719-9307. 5 

Middle School at the City Museum  
On Sunday, March 5th,  the middle school youth 

will be taking on the City Museum. Lunch will be 

provided at church at 11:45am (after the late 

service), and then weõll go explore the museum 

for a few hours, getting back to church at 4pm.  

We ask that students bring $5 along on the day 

of the event to help offset the cost. Friends are 

welcome! Please let Sam know if you can make 

it at (920) 530 -8638 or 

crf_wegnersm@cuchicago.edu  . 

Upcoming Youth Nights:  
Middle school & high school students are  

invited to come hang out at church for a youth 

night, including a Bible study, games, and spend-

ing time with friends!  

Å Sun, March 12th, 6:00-7:30pm at church  

Å Sun, March 26th, 6:00 ð 7:30pm at church  
 

Youth Sunday, March 19th  at both services.  

Let Sam know if your student is able to help with 

the services!  

Youth Ministry Update 

mailto:pastorsievers@yahoo.com
mailto:carleigh.ottwell@gmail.com
mailto:crf_wegnersm@cuchicago.edu
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aŀǊŎƘ нлно tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ bŜǿǎ 
Our preschool was bursting with extra kindness, care, & love during the month of February. 
We spent much of the month focusing on people we love, friendship, caring, acts of kindness 
& creating cards & notes for those who are special to us.  On Valentine õs Day, we celebrated 

with special games, activities & treats.  We also hosted a Parents Night Out & it was a hit! Parents were thankful 
for an evening out while the children enjoyed a fun evening at the preschool with food, games, crafts & activities.   

 

Wk ·¡±{i {szk °¡ °r^~z °rk p¡{{¡·s~qƟ 
 ̈5¡©k ·s°r N¡±°rk¬~ 6{{s~¡s­ Jkis^°¬sg ,k~°s­°¬¹ p¡¬  
¶s­s°s~q ¡±¬ g{^­­ i±¬s~q ,k~°^{ !·^¬k~k­­ }¡~°r  
^~iƠ p¡¬ °rk q¡¡isk f^q­ p¡¬ ¡±¬ ­°±ik~°­ƥ 

 ̈<^¬k~ ?±k{{k¬ Ǧ ;^}sk ?¡k­{ks~ p¡¬ rk{©s~q ¡±° i±¬s~q ¡±¬ J^¬k~°­ @sqr° B±°ƥ 
 ̈Prk *¡{±}fs^ J¡{sgk ,k©°ƥ ^~i °rk *¡{±}fs^ .?N p¡¬ ­°¡©©s~q f¹ °¡ °^{z °¡ °rk 
grs{i¬k~ ^f¡±° ­^pk°¹ ^~i ^{{¡·s~q °rk grs{i¬k~ °¡ k¸©{¡¬k °rks¬ ¶krsg{k­ƥ 
 ̈Pr¬s¶k~° }k}fk¬­ ·r¡ i¡~^°ki °rks¬ *r¡sgk ,¡{{^¬­ °¡ °rk ©¬k­gr¡¡{ƥ  Y¡±¬ i¡~^°s¡~­ ^¬k ^{·^¹­ }±gr ^©©¬kgs^°kiƥ 

  

&ÏÒ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎ ÏÆ -ÁÎ ÃÁÍÅ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÂÕÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ Á ÒÁÎÓÏÍ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙȢ --ÁÒË ίήȡβγ 
 

 

Registration is underway for the 23 -24 school year.  

If you know someone who is looking for a loving,  

quality, Christ -centered Preschool,  

please have them call us for more information.  618 -281-4190 

Shelly Augustin, Director/Teacher                         

Our Jesus Lessons for March:   

ÅThe Widowõs Offering 

ÅJesus Washes the Disciples Feet 

ÅJesus Dies and Arises 

ÅEaster 

The Board of Outreach will be having our  
annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 1st at 2:00.    

It will be held on the grounds by the  

downstairs parking lot past the play area.  

All kids are welcome from ages 2 to 11.    

Hope to see you there!    

We will have around 1,000 eggs.     

Thank You,  Dianne Bierman   

 

If you have questions  

please call or email  618-604-4575.  



 

 

Frequently asked  

Questions  
(The answer to the below  

question was taken from the 

LCMS Web site)  

What can I say when 

Jehovah Witnesses come to my door?   
When Jehovah Witnesses come to our door it is easy to  

reject out of hand our Jehovah Witness neighbors.  

Let me suggest a different approach. That is a brief way 

to witness to your faith when they come your way.  

 Jehovah Witnesses have been around since 

1870, but did become a predominant group in the  

United States until the 1930õs. They have a US member-

ship of 1.2 million which is about 800,000 less than the 

total US LCMS membership.  They reject the doctrine of 

the Trinity, the physical resurrection of Jesus, and say 

that Jesus only paid for the sin of Adam. This means that 

Salvation is possible only through works. Those works are 

studying the Watchtower Bible, obeying the laws of  

God and the watchtower, being baptized into their  

organization, and going door to door publishing the  

so-called good news of the Watchtower Society.   

They do not believe in a hell, but see unbelievers are 

simply ceasing to exist when they die.  A special class of 

anointed believers totaling 144,000 will be in heaven 

with Jehovah, a second group of believers will  

eventually live in paradise on earth when the  

unbelievers are annihilated.   

 When speaking with a Jehovah Witness I would 

focus on the love of Jesus for sinners and because of his 

grace you are assured of salvation.  If time allows one 

could share John 3:16 and/or Ephesians 2:8 -9.    

Jehovah Witnesses are taught to only read their  

religious literature, so they may not take any periodicals 

you have to offer. What you can give them is a simple 

statement of what Jesus has meant in your life, and 

what he has done (think Apostles Creed). An attitude of 

love, rather than fear or dismissiveness, can also go a 

long way.  Who knows??...God may use your small  

witness along with the witness of countless Christian  

believers to show them that salvation is a gift Jesus loves 

to give.    

 For more information on Jehovah Witnesses and 

other non -Christian groups place in your search engine 

ò LCMS Religious Organization and Movementsó.    
 

If you have a question that you would like addressed 

by Pastor Krenz in future newsletter articles, please 

send it to Pastork@splcolumbia.com .   
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2023 Family Bowling Night By The Numbers  

ã  9 lanes  

ã  28 adults  

ã  21 children  & youth  

ã  A host of spectators  

ã  Oodles of pizza!  

Daniel Thoelke : Our Seminary field worker for the past year 

and a half has decided to not pursue the pastoral ministry at 

this time, and is no longer at the Seminary. We thank God for 

his time among us, and bid him all the best as he continues 

to serve the Savior in other vocational pursuits.  

JOURNEY TO ISRAEL 

WALK WHERE JESUS WALKED 

January 22 -February 1 of 2024,  

"A Miraculous Journey" to Israel,  

led by Rev. Dr. Kirk Clayton,  
the pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in Mascoutah, IL .  

We will visit sites in Galilee, Jerusalem,  

Bethlehem, and the Dead Sea region,  

and will also feature an optional extension 

to Egypt from Feb. 1 -4, 2024.  

For all those interested  contact Rev. Dr. Kirk 

Clayton at kmcljcuac@yahoo.com .  

Home Visits  

In March I (Pastor Krenz) will be contacting  

members for home visits. The purpose of these visits 

is to better understand and meet the needs of St. 

Paulõs members. My hope is to visit 2-4 homes per 

month. If members are uncomfortable meeting in 

their homes, we can meet at church.  

mailto:Pastork@splcolumbia.com
mailto:kmcljcuac@yahoo.com
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