
 

 

The Epistle  February  

Dear Friends and Members of St. Paulõs  

 This year we have an early Easter (March 31 st), which means that the season of Lent is right 

around the corner. We will hear a good deal about repentance during Lent, but often we are 

confused about its meaning. The Greek word for repentance is Metanoia and it is used 58 times 

in the New Testament.  To be repentant includes recognizing and turning away from sin, but  

repentance also calls us to look toward something new and good (òThe kingdom of heaven is at 

handó).  

 1 Corinthians 7:10 says òGodly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves 

no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death .ó  Judas and Peter each sinned against the Lord,  

one by betraying him and the other by denying him.  While both were filled with sorrow after 

their egregious acts, only repentant Peter was able to move forward because he recognized, by 

the grace of God, that Jesus and his atoning work was greater than his denial.   

 In contrast, Judas was deeply sorrowful after his betrayal, but he was never repentant.  

The life of repentance is a life that both, turns away from sin, and turns toward someone far 

greater. Even in a season when the call to repentance is quite common, we are never without 

hope.  A blessed Lenten season to all!   

Yours in Christ, Pastor Krenz  
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St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ,  

 Teach Christõs Word and Reflect Christõs Love to All! 

òRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.ó  Matthew 3:2  

 

February 4
th
 & 5

th 

The Gift of Renewed Strength 

Isaiah 40:27-31 
 

February 11
th
 & 12

th 

Unveiled and Transformed 

2 Corinthians 3:12-18, 4:1-6 
 

February 18
th
 and 19

th 

Empowered in the Face of Temptation 

Mark 1:9-15 and James 1:12-18 
 

February 25
th
 & 26

th
 

The Blessed Impact of Being Justified by Faith 

Romans 5:1-11 

February Sermons  



 

 

February 19th = Newsletter Deadline Usually the 3rd Monday of most months.  

Please send articles, photos, etc. to secretary@stpauls -lcms.org -Thank you for your help!  2 
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Baptisms:   

Jett Alexander Blankenship,  
December 23, 2023 
 

  Griffin Ray Rule,  
  December 23, 2023 

 
 
 

 

Corinne Monroe Schickedanz,  
December 23, 2023 
 

Funeral: 
Robert Schafer, 12/23, 2023 

 

Deaths: 

Shirley Kramer, 1/8, 2024 
Trudy Penno, 1/11, 2024 

 

Wedding: 

Gabe & Katie (Lacefield) Bierman, 12/31, 2023 

Save the  Date for 2024 VBS  

Celebrate the  

Savior!  
Our dates  

this year are  
June 10th -14th, 

2024 from 9 am to 12 pm  

at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.  

It is going to be a great week with 

games, songs, and fellowship  

as we celebrate  

God's greatest gift of saving grace.  

Register here: https://

vbsmate.com/events/

StPaulsColumbia/28392   
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Cute snowmen decorations greeted us at our Jan 4 th 

meeting.  Nancy led the day with an active devotion  

entitled òNew Year, New You.ó  We enjoyed a lunch of 

roast beef sandwiches and chips, as well as the desserts and drinks 

provided by our hostesses, Nancy and Barb. Pastor Troup presented 

an interesting topic entitled òThe Story of the Reformation as Told 

through Medals and Coins.ó  Pastor Troup brought coins and  

medals from his collection to show. A meeting followed where  

committee reports were given, LWML news was presented, and we 

were reminded to pray for our Ladies League and Confirmation  

prayer friends.  

  Our February meeting will be held on February 1 st at 11:30 in 

the Fellowship Hall. Scott Peery will be our guest speaker.  

We are looking forward to hearing him tell about his summer 

mission trip.  Alice J. and Jean K. will be our hostesses.  
 

LWML News    

1) Zone Meeting and Ingathering at Messiah, Lebanon, IL on 3/2/24;  

2) SID retreat at Camp Wartburg on 4/20/24;  

3) SID Convention on 9/13 & 9/14/24.  More details will be put in the bulletin 

and/or the next newsletter as they are received.  
 

You are welcome to join us at our meetings, events, service projects,  

 or just to visit anytime. For more information, contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691. 

Wednesdays with Nancy, 10 am  

studying the Gospel of Luke  

Comforts of Love Quilters -Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.  

Please join us! We have òsewó much fun! Thank you for all your support!  

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others . 

LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 
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Generally meets on the  

third Monday of each month .  

Please join us in  February, (2/19) 

at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.    
3 

Thank you!  On Sunday, January 14th, Roger & Kathy Stechmesser  were  

recognized  for the 40 plus years of service given to this congregation .  
Over that time period Kathy has held positions of congregational bookkeeper, 

church secretary, Ladies League Treasurer, and helped in a variety of other ways 

here at the church.   Roger has served as Elder, custodian, and has been on the  

finance board during that time period.     
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OOPS ð BE INTENTIONAL 

It continues to be the goal of your Board of Christian  

Outreach to plan and support events and activities 

that encourage our pastor, leaders, and members 

to regularly and intentionally engage in spiritual  

conversations with each other and others.   Thatõs 

why there will again be an OOPS (Outreach OPpor-

tunity Suggestion) article in each monthly 2024 

newsletter.   Thatõs why we will encourage you 

again and again and again to be INTENTIONAL and 

to keep sending those Easter Cards, wearing those 

new St. Paul T-shirts, hanging those pretty door 

hangers, and inviting all those children and grand-

children in our family and friendship circles to hunt 

those Easter eggs and learn about Jesus at our VBS, 

Pre-School, and Mary and  

Joseph Breakfast.  What will the Holy Spirit do with 

our individual and collective outreach efforts?  

Thatõs up to Him.  Our goal and challenge to each 

of you is simply ñBE INTENTIONAL.  Sounds like a 

good 2024 New Yearõs Resolution to us! 

Outreach OPportunity Suggestion                                       

February Dates :   2/7  /14  2/21  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesday - 4-6 pm  

Current Pantry Needs:   

Cereal, Granola Bars and Egg Cartons  

Call 281 -4600 for assistance on all other days  
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ǃǞǃņ qĭůƸĭů ÅĖŔĭģǈŢĭ 
èĭģůĭƨģúǖƨĹņ úůģ ƲĞƼǞ ƎŪ 

 

YĭČ ƃņ   !ƨŔ èĭģůĭƨģúǖ   
YĭČ ǃƃ   qĭůƸ ¤ůĭ 
YĭČ ǃĳ  qĭůƸ ÍǔŹ 
yúƣ  Ʋ  qĭůƸ ÍŔƣĭĭ 
yúƣ ƃƼ  qĭůƸ YŹǈƣ 
yúƣ ǃǞ qĭůƸ YŗǓĭ 
yúƣ ǃņ »úŢŪ Åǈůģúǖ 
yúƣ ǃƮ yúǈůģǖ ÍŔǈƣƨģúǖ 
yúƣ ǃĳ [ŹŹģ Yƣŗģúǖ 
yúƣ Ƽƃ  FúƨƸĭƣ Åǈůģúǖ 

 

5:15 - 6:15 pm  
February 14 th  

Tbd February 21 st 

Tbd February 28 th 

2023 contribution statements   

have been mailed.   If you have 

any questions, please call Lisa 

Schmidt ( 281-8413). 



 

 

February 16  

- Middle School Youth Movie Night at the 

Church, 6:30 -8:30pm  
February 18  

- High School Youth Event with Sugar Loaf Youth 

Group  

2024 Youth Event Calendar  

See the full calendar at  

https://stpauls -lcms.org/youth.html  
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Sunday School Corner 
Happy New Year!  

Wait, is it happy?  

 I donõt know 

about you, but I hear a 

lot of grumbling during 

the winter months. The 

Christmas decorations 

and cheer are often  

replaced with dreary, 

cold weather and less 

exciting activities to fill 

our calendar squares. 

Miles will once again  

separate friends and 

family, the work/school 

routine is back in full swing, and many are still struggling with 

physical and mental challenges. We have quickly forgotten 

about the precious gift we òunwrappedó just a few short 

weeks ago.  

 Have you ever imagined being one of the Israelites 

as they got closer and closer to the promised land? The 

Bible tells us of all the miracles given to them along their 

journey and they STILL grumbled, doubted, lied, and tried 

to deceive God. They, too, lost sight of the gifts God  

promised them. But God never lost sight of them.  

 There is good news! God doesnõt change with the 

weather, the new year, or on holidays! The Sunday School 

Theme for this quarter is òGod Leads His Nationó. The  

children will be learning about the law and mercies of God, 

how He calls us to love and serve others, and how He  

continues to lead us even when we grumble and doubt. 

Letõs make it a Happy New Year by keeping our eyes fixed 

on the gift of forgiveness and life through Jesus our Savior!  
 

The Fall Short Report  ð The Twelve Spies (Numbers 13:1 -14:38)  

The Unlikely Ally    ð Rahab Believes (Joshua 2)  

The Downfall Wall   ð The Fall of Jericho (Joshaua 6)  

A Mercy -Full Message   ð The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25 -37  

Save the date - the annual Rummage Sale  will be  

Saturday, March 16.   Please save your items to benefit 

the church vs. donating elsewhere.    

This year the funds will help pay for the preschoolõs new 

playground equipment.    

So, we will ask for help from 

the congregation a bit to 

staff the setup and sale.    

Any and all items are  

gratefully accepted, but No 

TVs, computers or clothing 

please .  If congregation 

members need help getting 

their items to church, we 

can arrange for pickup  

possibly.   Contact Lillian 

Koenigstein at 618.541.4657 

for more information . More 

details to follow.   Spread the 

word we need donations 

and shoppers.  
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February 2024 Preschool News  
Registration for the 2024 -2025 school year is now open!  

If you know someone looking for a loving, quality,  

Christ-centered preschool, please have them call our  

Director for more information. 618-281-4190 
 

We are very excited to have the new playground equipment and the 

children were able to enjoy it before the freezing temperatures hit.  

This is a wonderful addition and a much needed improvement to the 

playground.  We are thankful and blessed. 

 -Shelly Augustin, Director/Teacher  

 
February Jesus Lessons  

Jesus Teaches  

about Birds and Flowers  
¢  

Jesus Stops a Storm  
¢  

Jesus Feeds 5,000 
¢  

Mary & Martha  

Playground Equipment  

Thank you! To the Trustees and All who helped with the 

new playground equipment! It is in place and ready to  

be enjoyed by the children! Donations are still being  

accepted, and can be placed in the offering box or sent 

into the church office.  6 


