
 

 

The Epistle  March  

Dear Friends and Members of St. Paulõs,  

 Is it a good idea to pray, worship, and read your Bible 

even if your heart is not fully engaged in that activity? Over 

the years Iõve spoken with people who want to be sincere 

and fully devoted before they regularly participate in worship 

and others who donõt carve out time in their day for regular 

devotions and prayer because they are not in the right place 

mentally. On the one hand their thinking is laudable.  After all, 

Jesus says òlove the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, 

and mind.ó  However, they fail to understand that those who regularly engage in such activities 

do not always feel like doing so.  Yes, there are those ah -ha moments, but usually worship, Bible 

reading, and prayer is, dare I say, rather hum drum.  Yet, the habit is there, and God has a way 

of working good things through his Word even if our heart is not where it should be.  It is always 

good to pray, worship, and read your Bible even if you donõt feel like it.   A blessed March to all. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Krenz  
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St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ,  

 Teach Christõs Word and Reflect Christõs Love to All! 

ò15 I will  meditate on your precepts 

and fix my eyes on your  ways.  
16 I will  delight in your statutes;   

I will not forget your word.ó   

-Psalm 119:15-16 
 

42 And  they devoted themselves  

to the apostles'  teaching and 

the  fellowship, to  the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. -Acts 2:42  
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Tell us where you are from and what 

brings you to Columbia/St. Paul's?  

Kris is originally from a suburb of  

Chicago, and Bria grew up in  

Steeleville, IL. We met at SIUC  

where Kris was pursuing his PhD in  

chemistry, and Bria was completing 

her Bachelor's degree.  

Bria went to veterinary school at 

Mizzou, and Kris took a postdoctoral 

fellowship at Washington University. 

We both FINALLY finished school and took jobs in St. Louis.  

Columbia seemed like a wonderful community to live in, so we 

settled here!  

After visiting a few churches in the area, we decided to  

officially join St. Paul's. Pastor Krenz and the members of this  

congregation have been incredibly welcoming!  
 

Tell us about your family.  

We have two children, Brady (2 and a half), and Layne (6 

months) as well as a menagerie of animals with whom we share 

our home.  
 

What led you to become members at St. Paul's?  

We visited St. Paulõs a few times, and we felt very much at 

home. The "style" of service was very similar to the Lutheran 

church Bria grew  up in. Kris was raised in the Catholic church 

and felt very  comfortable in this congregation as well. Pastor 

Krenz and some of the elders were very welcoming and  

encouraging of us becoming official members of this church 

family.  
 

What is your favorite Bible verse or story about Jesus?  

Currently, we are LOVING Noah's Ark. Brady has an obsession 

with both animals and rainbows, so this has been a wonderful 

way to teach him about the love and promises of God.  
 

What do you like to do as a family when you are not at church?  

As a family we enjoy being outdoors, hiking, spending time  

with our pets, (including a salt water aquarium), and love to  

explore new restaurants in the St. Louis area. Kris is an avid 

hunter and fisherman, and also enjoys playing softball,  

racquetball, and other sports! Bria enjoys gardening,  

decorating, and loves music!  

March 18th =Newsletter Deadline  

Usually the 3rd Monday  

of most months.  
Please send articles, photos, etc. to  

secretary@stpauls -lcms.org  

-Thank you for your help!  

Kris and Bria Kirmess ...  
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March Dates :   3/6  3/13  3/20  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesday - 4-6 pm  

Current Pantry 

Needs:   

Mixed Veggies, Tea, Bags, & Egg Cartons  

Call 281 -4600 for assistance  

on all other days  
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Baptisms:  

Emmy June Brown 
January 21, 2024 

 
T  
 

Miles Robert Brown,  
January 21, 2024 

 
T  

 

Dalton James 
Reichert,  

February 19, 2024 
 

Confirmation: 
  Kristopher Kirmess  
   February 12, 2024 

Official Acts  
of the Church 



 

 

Our 

February 1st meeting began amid òlovelyó 

decorations.  Nancy Radentz  led our day 

with a devotion entitled òCandlemas ð The 

Middle of Winteró and the common table pray-

er. We enjoyed the lunches we brought as well 

as the desserts and drinks provided by our host-

esses, Alice Jestus and Jean Kirk. Guest speak-

ers, Scott Peery and John Hall, talked about 

their  

mission trip experiences on an Indian  

Reservation in South Dakota.  A meeting  

followed where committee reports were given, 

LWML news was presented, and we welcomed 

two new members, Lillian Koenigstein and Judy 

Ostendorf. Ladies League and Womenõs  

Ministry is planning to host the March 6 th Lenten 

dinner.   

The March meeting will be held on March 7 th at 

11:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Our guest presenter 

will be a representative from the City of  

Columbia. Deb Eischer & Wanda Gross will be 

our hostesses. 

LWML News    
1) Metro South Zone Prayer Day Service,    meeting, and Ingathering for Beacon of 

Life Pregnancy Center will be held on 3/2/24 at Messiah Lutheran Church, Lebanon, 

IL.  A gathering box is located in our church narthex for the donation of baby items.   

2) SID retreat will be held at Camp Wartburg on 4/20/24 from 9:00 a.m. ð 2:30 p.m. 

Registration fee is $20.00 and is due by 3/20 (registration form not received yet) ;  

3) SID Convention is being planned for 9/13 & 9/14/24.  Metro South Zone and Upper 

Kaskaskia Zone are the hosts at Centralia.  
 

Join us at our meetings, events, service projects,  or just to visit anytime.  

For more information about Mailbox Membership or other events, contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691. 

Wednesdays with Nancy, 10 am  

studying the Gospel of Luke  

Comforts of Love Quilters -Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.  

Please join us! We have òsewó much fun! Thank you for all your support!  

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others . 

LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 
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Generally meets on the  

third Monday of each month .  

Please join us in  March, (3/18)  

at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.    
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March 24 th  Palm Sunday  8 & 10:30 am  Hands of Praise - Disciples & Crowds Mark 11:1 -11 
 

March 27 th  Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm   Hands of Humility ð Jesus  John 13:1 -5, 12-17 
 

March 28 th  Good Friday  12 pm & 6:30 pm  Nail -Pierced Hands - Jesus Luke 23:32-34 
 

March 31 st  Easter Sunday  6:30 am, 8 & 10:30 am;  Life-Giving Hands - Jesus    John 20:19 -23 
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Same Two Easter OOPSes 
Once again your Board of Christian Outreach  

encourages you to pick up an Easter Card  or two 

in the lobby to send to a friend or church member 

who has lost a dear loved -one gone to Heaven 

since last Easter.  Members of our St. Paul church 

family who have called home Heaven since last 

Easter Sunday include...  

Sharon Garfield, Lloyd Pulcher, Ray Champion, 

Wanda Portell, Carl Maschmeyer, Steve Toolen, Sr. 

Shirley Kramer and Trudy Penno.  
You have no idea how meaningful your Easter 

greeting may be to that still grieving brother or  

sister in Christ!  

Then, double your intentional (thereõs that word 

again) outreach pleasure by picking up a door 

hanger with information on our Easter Egg Hunt  

scheduled for Saturday , March 23  at 2 p.m .  You 

might even offer to join them, especially if they 

have never been to our church before.   

Outreach OPportunity Suggestion                                       
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ǃǞǃņ qĭůƸĭů ÅĖŔĭģǈŢĭ 
èĭģůĭƨģúǖƨĹņ úůģ ƲĞƼǞ ƎŪ 

 

March 6 th  Lent 4 Wednesday     

Pastor Krenz 
Hands of Hypocrisy -Caiaphas     

Mark 14:55 -65  
 

March  13th  Lent 5 Wednesday     

Pastor Krenz 
Hands of Brutality -Soldiers     
Matthew 27:27 -31   

March 20 th  Lent 6 Wednesday     

Pastor Sievers 
Hands of Self -Preservation -Pilate  

Matthew 27:15 -26 

Strategic Planning - Finance  
We always want to remember all the ways we 

have been blessed.   With the substantial estate 

funds received in 2020 and 2022, we have been 

able to accomplish so much!   The lift project was 

a major building improvement, but we have also 

done many small things including updated  

signage inside and outside, added security 

cameras, updated the chairs and tables in  

fellowship hall, replaced stair treads, expanded 

our mission support to Unity School, and partially 

supported our office worker and DCE intern.  

March 6th           Fried Chicken   (Ladies League & Womenõs Ministry) 

March 13th  Sloppy Joes  (Youth)  

March 20th  TBD         

Free Will Donations Accepted 

Wednesdays  5:15-6:15 pm  
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March 13 th- Middle and High School Youth to 

  Host Lenten  Meal in Fellowship Hall  

March 16 th ð Rummage Sale - Volunteers  

  needed!  

March 17 th- Youth Sunday - Youth to assist with 

  Services 

March 23 rd- Easter Egg Hunt at 2pm Hosted on 

  church lawn  

2024 Youth Event Calendar  

See the full calendar at  

https://stpauls -lcms.org/youth.html  
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Save the date and your times for the  
Annual Rummage Sale  

Saturday, March 16, 8am -noon.    

$5/bag.   Half price 11:30 -noon (not furniture.)    

 

Any and all items are gratefully accepted, but No 

TVs, computers or clothing please.   Proceeds to 

help pay for the preschoolõs new playground 

equipment.    

Sign-up in the Narthex if you can help.    

Drop -off in the fellowship hall,  

Thurs, March 14, 4 -8pm  

and Fri, Mar 15, 10am -7pm.    
 

If congregation members need help getting their 

items to church, we can arrange for pickup  

possibly.   Contact Lillian Koenigstein at 

618.541.4657 for more information.    

Please take a flier from the table in the Narthex 

and pass to a friend, neighbor or family member 

to help advertise.   We need donations and  

shoppers.  5 

Sunday School Corner 
Happy New Year!  

Wait, is it happy?  

 This month, our Sunday School children 

are learning what it means to be a sheep in 

need of a good shepherd. Shepherds have  

an important job! Sheep are by nature  

defenseless and tend to wander off easily. 

Without the watchful eye and physical  

protection of a shepherd, they would be lost 

and prey for many animals. Jesus tells us, òI am 

the Good Shepherdó. He protects and guides 

His sheep, He knows us all by name, and we 

know His voice. Our Good Shepherd laid down 

His life for His flock, but He didnõt leave us. He is 

our living Shepherd and is leading us to life in  

heaven with Him!  

 
A Prayer Lesson --  Luke 11:1-13  

A Shepherd Loves ð John 10:1 -18, Psalm 23  

A Tree View ð Luke 19:1-10  

A Crushing Truth --  Matthew 27:11 -66  

A Living Truth ð Matthew 28:1 -15  

Save the  Date for 2024 VBS  

Celebrate the Savior!  
Our dates this year are  

June 10th -14th, 2024 from 9 am to 12 pm  

at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.  

It is going to be a great week with games, 

songs, and fellowship as we celebrate  

God's greatest gift of saving grace.  

Volunteers Register online:  

https://vbsmate.com/events/

StPaulsColumbia/28392   
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March 2024 Preschool News  
We spent much of the month of 
February focusing on friendship, 
caring, kindness, and of course, 
LOVE! The children created 
cards for their friends and  
families as well as some for our 
service men and women. 
 

 On Valentine õs Day, we  
celebrated with special games, 
activities & treats and the  
children distributed Valentines to their classmates.   

 

Our Preschool Fun Night is just around the corner!  The children are very excited for 
this fun event! We have lots planned for the evening; itõs sure to be a good time!  
  
We would like to give a special thanks to the following: 
Y Southern Illinois Pediatric Dentistry for the goodie bags and for visiting our class 
during Dental Awareness month.  
Y The Columbia Police Department along with the Columbia EMS for stopping by to 
talk to the children about safety and allowing the children to explore their vehicles.  
Y Thrivent members who donated their Choice 
Dollars to the preschool. Your donations are  
always much appreciated. 
 

Registration is underway for the 2024 -

2025 school year. If you know someone who 

is looking for a loving, quality, Christ-centered 

Preschool, please have them call our Director, 

Shelly Augustin for more information or to 

schedule a tour.  

618-281-4190 

Shelly Augustin, Director/Teacher  

 
March Jesus Lessons  
Jesus Heals a Deaf Man  

¢  

Jesus Heals a Blind Man  
¢  

Zacchaeus  
¢  

Jesus Dies and Arises  

6 


