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Dear Members and Friends of St. Paul 6.sH

Below are a few thoughts on why the resurrection of Christ at Easter still matters.

1. The Resurrection is true

When Christians speak of the resurrection, we do not speak of it in a symbolic way. It is not the same as

Ohis memory wil.l remain with us. o6 We believe, t eac hy,
shattered death by rising from the grave. It is the living Jesus who gives life to you, this congregation, and

this church. Jesussays 61 am t he resurrection and the |ife. He Bwt
he dies; and whoever | ives and Dbyadbelieve this? (John 1in25 26) | | e\

2. The Resurrection is connected to us through our Baptism
Baptism is effective because of the resurrection. Paul writes OWe were therefore burilec
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,

we too may | i v(®omans:4 Whe living Savioé has attached himself to us in a living way, and
this makes baptism so much more than a past event.

3. No resurrection, no faith

Nobody likes to waste time, and who likes to be pitied? Yet, that would be our reality if Christ had

remained in the tomb. Everything connected to our life of faith and church would be a colossal waste of

time. Paul writes 0 And i f Chri st has not been rai sed, then ou |
0(1 Corinthians 15:14) . Because Christ rose from the dead all that the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh

throw in our face will not have the final say. It means that when we bury our Christian loved ones, it is

guaranteed they will rise from the grave and will be seen again.

4. We look ahead to the last day Inside this issue:
The scriptures certainly attest to our entry into heaven after we have taken our Food Pantry 2
last breath. Jesus once said to the thief on the cross. 0Today you wi l E'Sﬁéﬁi’&éﬁe"’?

me i n p arYetdtheBiblé also speaks of Christ physically coming again to From the Kasters

judge the living and the dead. ° Now may the God of peace himself  sanctify Ladies Spring Luncheon

you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept LWML/Ladies League 3 |

blamelessat t he comi ng of our (1 dhesbalodians5u28) We tor i Comforts of Love Quilters
not know when that will be, but when he does arrive the resurrection will be a L
reality for all believers. This future reality changes the way we view our present OOPS!

h ! 4 -~ Financial Update
reality, especially when personal and collective calamities shake us to the core. Announcement Shorts

4

Rat her than being the sign of Godods f ai Childrenss sund Of
our dear Savior is soon on the way. What a glorious day that will be! Have a ol Neme !
blessed and hope filled Easter! Rummage Sale Photos
| f A Vacation Bible School
Yours in Christ, Pastor Krenz ‘
‘ Pre-School Update 6
! ‘ Pastoral Ponderings 7
Adult Education
Aprll Sermon Themes Birthdays & Anniversaries 8
9
April7h &8h-9 A Real Chri st Bdohmigdsd Real Joyb SueniCalneer
April 14th & 15th - 0 The Gi ft of Peace and His-4Cal | t owobhipwisuil o n 6 LO0u k e
April21st&22nd -0 Our I nvested Good ShHpherdo J 0 h npasbr@tepHen Krenz
April 28th & 29th TBD 618-363-0121
Andrew Borseth, Seminarian
St . Paul 6s Lutheran Churc St . Paul s Lutheran Church Mi

Columbia, IL 62236 618.281.4600 stpauls -lcms.org Proclaim Christ,
facebook.com/stpaulscolumbiail Teach Christds Word and Refl ec
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Fﬂhn Current Pantry From R_ev_eren(_j Dale and Suzane Kast_er,

your missionaries to the Czech Republic ¢ (from January)

pantry Needs: A Glorious Epiphanyé It i
_ _ . the best that we need to study the most. We easily
Brownie Mix, Ketchup, and Toilet Paper think that we are masters of the tale and, therefore,

can move along to other things. The now  -past
Christmas season [is a prime] example of this truth.
What is to learn? We know all the characters, and we
know all the plots. But if we take time to look intensely
at the Biblical narratives, we may come up with more
than what we thought we knew. Christmas and
Epiphany deliver to us the wonderful fact that God
would take on our flesh, be worshipped by sinful
shepherds and Magi, and come as servant to us no

f matter how small our needs (remember the water into

April Dates : 4/3 4/10 4/17
1st & 3d Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm
2nd Wednesday - 4-6 pm

Would you like to  get involved wine). If Jesus will not overlook the small details of a
with some of the various HOW wedding celebration, then we can be sure that He will
ministries/events not overlook our greatest need, salvation.

we have here at Though, this is not a church -going culture in which
St. Paul's, but can CAN | we serve, they know the basic plots and characters of
only commit to a

the Biblical texts. They just do not fully understand
HEI-P? them. There is a baby Jesus, but He brings the
. Christmas gifts. There are
seen as little more than characters who serve to bless
homes and businesses. The know the basics. They just
of people who would be

willing to help with some of the work that goes do not understand them.
along with our programs. Check out the sign up With your prayers and support, we are able to be
sheet in the Narthex for more info! here to fill in the gaps in the Biblical narrative. We

thank you for these precious gifts. And though they do
. not know you, the people of Prague thank you as well
B ra fion when they come to know fully the Biblical message
BeII Choir Concert: of salvation. We could not be here without your
partnership. We praise God that He has led you to be

couple of hours
every so often?
We are looking to form

a "Manpower Team"

O ur own St . Pau
. o a part of our work.
will be joining a number of ;
) /LOl/I/ other local bell choirs for a At times, our work here seems so slow. Czechs are
not given to ask questions about the faith. And they

concert at

Emmanuel Lutheran in Waterloo
On Sundav. April 21 stat5 pm .
Free Will Offering supports Unity Lutheran Elementary in

rarely seek help from someone they hardly know.

But just this week, | was stopped by a young lady

who works in our butcher shop. She knew | was a

East St. Louis. clergyman. And she had been troubled by bad spirits
in her apartment. It have me an opportunity not only

Zion Evangelical Church in Millstadt is going to have its to he|p her but also an Opportunity to share the Gospe|

CRURUNTICR B Ve 1 Sy U SP R ST U IR IR yith her. We ask for your prayers for her that as we fill

Wo r | this year on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at noon

: o in the Biblical account for her, that she would come
We are so happy and excited to be able to socialize

to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, the Victor over all

and enjoy a delicious meal - we sure hope you can . . .
make it! uncl ean spirits. é May we b
Please spread the word and let us know how many hear [the familiar narratives] so that we might hear
seats to reserve for you by Friday, May 3rd . We are them in a new way, the way
encouraging guests to  pay $15/person in advance. God bless our hearing & learning from His Holy Word.
Please contact Carol at 618 -334-3266 or mail form
(avail able in St. Paul 6s of fRUE =87k N r

to Zion Evangelical Church, Rev Dale and Suzane Kaster

2 117 West White Street, Millstadt, IL 62260.
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LWML/ LADI ES LWML Mission Statement

Green clovers along with other St. Pat ﬁtmmm-mmm
Fellowship Hall at our March 7t meeting. Nancy Radentz presented a
devotion entitled oLiving in the Joy of

with the common table prayer. Our very own preschool students came over
and performed two cute songs with actions. It was a special treat to see and
hear the little ones! We enjoyed the lunches we brought as well as the
desserts and drinks provided by our hostesses. Marla Rose, City of Columbia
Community Relations Coordinator, was our guest speaker. She told about
herself, future special planned events here in Columbia, to watch for an
upcoming phone APP, and answered many of our questions. Committee
reports were given and LWML news was presented in our business meeting
that followed. Thanks to all who donated to our recent zone ingathering for
Beacon of Life Pregnancy Center!
April 4t will be our next meeting date at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall.
The guest presenter will be our field worker, Andrew Borseth.
Rose Anne Bense. and Susan Housewright. will be our hostesses.
LWML News
1) SID retreat will be held at Camp Wartburg on 4/20/24 from 9:00 a.m.
pm. Registration fee is $20.00 and was due by 3/20/24.
2) Zone Board meeting will be 4/25/24 at Holy Cross, Wartburg at 10 am.
3) SID Convention is being planned for 9/13 & 9/14/24. Our Metro South
Zone and the Upper Kaskaskia Zone are the cohosts at Centralia.

You are welcome to our meetings, events, service projects,
or just to visit anytime! For more information about Mailbox Membership
or other events, contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691.

‘g Comfarts of Love-Quilters < -Tuesdays
N Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.
Fea Pl ease join us! We hahakyod ralyour sapporth f ufn

the piece makers

InCameoEof EongiQLiers )

Generally meets on the third Monday of each month . < S
Please join us in April, (4/15) at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall. : /\

—=
Y L

Womends Ministry hosts Church POTTUCK LURNCNnEeONS 0|
Sunday of the month. Our next potluck will be Sunday, April 28th after the 10:30 am service. 3
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A Curious OOPS April 1
Every time you are out -and -about you rub April Fools Day
shoulders (maybe not ||tera||y) with numerous Sweet Potato Dayfirst Monday in Apl’il, A dellghtful day
strangers of various shapes, sexes, sizes, colors, to ce.lebrate this nutritious and versatile root vegetable.
ages, and values. Do yOLAMéI_Zer wonder whatos
going on inside of them? Wonder if he is World Autism Awareness Day,
having a good day today ? Interyaliqnal CGhildrens Bopkdays h e § s
angry at someone or about something? Boy, April 6
heds a sight! International Pillow Fight Day first Saturday in April,
Or, what about this  all-important question : Grab your pillows and join the fun!
Wonder if Jesus Christ has a place in his or her April 7
sinful, but redeemed body and soul? Wonder World Health Day
whether he or she is on the way to Heaven or National No Housework Dax perfect excuse to take a
Hell if Jesus comes back today? Well, WHY brea!< from chores and enjoy some leisure time.
NOT? Woul dnoét Jesus be pAP#9sed if you had
some spiritual curiosity about where others Unicorn Day, Eid dtitr
around you are eternally headed? Think April 10
about it! Pray about it! Just another  curious Gopher Tortoise DayFlorida, A day dedicated to raising
OOPS from your Board of Christian Outreach. awareness about these fascinating reptiles.

April 11

Ushers/Greeters/Screens: National Pet Day
If you or someone you know might be open to help- April 17

ing out as a Greeter/Usher and help with the screens
at church please let us know. You can call the Blah, Blah, Blah DayA lighthearted occasion to

church offlcg (618)-281-4600 or email our church embrace the art of conversa
Secretary Dianne at bl ah bl ah. H

secretary@stpauls -lcms.org . '

Siblings Day

: _ April 21
Heartland HQSpICe heartlandhospice.com Go Fly a Kite Daythird Sunday in April, Head
Become a hospice volunteer i outdoors and let your kite soar in the spring breeze.

Vol unteer opportunitiesté April 26
THold a hand, share a story National Richter Scale Dayommemorating the

Efies?gnar(;aarg or sing invention of the Richter scale used to measure earth-

1 Mark gifts for patients quakes.

1 Run errands or perform light housekeeping

{ Share a gift of flowers or baked goods _ _ _

1 Administrative office support Concordia Semmary, St. Louis
For more information: (217) 361 -0234 invites ninth - 12th-grade students to attend
Feel free to kneel: Vocation: High School i a retreat that

encourages high school men and women to
explore many aspects of the Seminary,

including worship and devotions, sessions with pro-
fessors, and even some fun and recreation!
Registration costs $100 and closes May 24.
Register today !

Recently the kneeling pads have been put back on
the communion rail. ~ While initially
upon the returning to the altar in January for com-
munion we did not have kneeling pads due to the
difficulty some had getting up and down, we have
returned them due to a number of
individual s who desire to KkKunkelel flo¥Y @ 'heVlkoy''d@és Sup-
per. - The Board of Elders. Free hymnals on the table nearest the door to the
office in the Narthex. Red hymnals (copyright 1941)
and blue hymnals (copyright 1982.)
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Aprli oA Reveal in3 T

Apr il 0OAn Ascend-illng
Luke 24:44-53

Apr il 21 OA Tell-RBAng T

Apr il 28 OA Servanit Sp
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2024 Youth Event Calendar

April (gither 19 or 21) 6 Migdle;Sehool
Yard Game night in €hukch parking lot
April 21 - High School Youth Event Hosted
by Freebutgc t s 2 : 1
eViay Sth- Confirrhations

6

Save the Date for

2024 VBS
Celebrate the Savior!

CELEERATE

Our dates this year are

June 10th -14th, 2024 from 9 am to 12 pm

at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.
VBS is rapidly approaching! We are just over two
months away and have various needs for our
programming. Please reach out to Carleigh if
you are able to help with our Games or Bible
Exploration/Science Lab sites.

| am also looking for a few folks who would be
willing to form a decorating commitiee for the
2024 VBS The theme is Celebrate the Savior!
and we would love to have St. Paul's looking
like a fun and inviting party that celebrates
God's love for us. Interested? Sign up on the
sheet in the Narthex. We will meet soon after
Easter to plan.
Volunteers Register online:
https://vbsmate.com/events/
StPaulsColumbia/28392
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Enroliment is underway for the 2024-2025 School Year and we are

very pleased with the number of students enrolled thus far!

Keep spreading the word!
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Pastor nderings= .
Or(l( LC sitglthere s a section called Frequently Asked-Quastions.
ABelow the re se @ion owféuer anirgals go to heaven.

In a past cqun‘In of the orthwestern Luther (the official
periodical of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod), Rev. John

Brug gives the following helpful response to the question,
"Will there be animals in heaven?"

4 Since animals do not have immortal souls, we might think the answer is no. Several

! facts, however, make one hesitant to be satisfied with a simple "no."

| Our eternal home is a new earth (Is. 65:17ff, 2 Peter 3:13, Rev. 21:1). Isaiah. 65:25

f speaks of it as a place in which the wolf and the lamb live together peacefully. This

| may be figurative language, but one other passage suggests animals might be in our

4 eternal home.
Rom. 8:21 says that " the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage " In this
present, sin -cursed world, we inflict suffering on animals, and they inflict suffering on us.
At Christ's coming, when this world is freed from the effects of sin, animals, too, will be
freed from suffering.
That text also says the creation will be  "brought into the glorious freedom of the
childrenofGod: . 6 That mi ght_ medan there may be pl agt
as there were in the first earth.
If there are animals on the new earth, they will be good creatures of God as the ,
animals of the first earth were. In short, the answer is a cautious "maybe."

» PR " 3 .
/April b2 I=Newsletter Deadline (4th Monday) - Usually. the 3rd Monday of most months.
Send articles, Photos, éfc. to secretary@stpauls __-lcms.org LThankyou for your help!

Adult Education Adult membership Class:
> . On Sunday, April 14 t at 4pm | will be starting a new adult
Tuesday Mends Bible St ud¥empershipclass. Thisis aclass that covers the
Meet w/ us at 7:15 am in the Narthex.  All men welcome. We are foundations of the Christian faith from a Lutheran
studying the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel readings for
the following Sunday.

perspective. If you or someone you know might be
5 . interested in this 10 week class please contact Pastor
Wed. Womends Bible St udy krenzat618-363-0121 or email/call the church office.

Wednesdays with Nancy, 10 am  studying the Gospel of Luke. . :
Adult Bible Study Sunday Mornings

Fridays, once a month Joi for Sund s in April in

lt6s MATTHEWGS @@OSPEL gohng024 be oﬁlntugdo); | Lf]ngaytrrglpémngs L AL LIRS

Gospel of Matthew in our second Friday of the month NotJust  rellowship hall as we join the church in

for Couples Bible Study Group . Our first class will be on Friday, ~ Thessaloniki as they receive Paul's letters to them. In
April 12th at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Cost of CPH study this series we will explore the instructions given to the
guide is $10 each . Before class preparation is strongly church, the themes that Paul addresses, and the

encouraged. Adults of any age are welcome. Please contact d Fect fthe Th GGl
Pastor Sievers (314-882-2097) or pastorsievers@yahoo.com ) everyday application orthe 1hessalonan discourse,

by January 20 so he can order you a study guide. both 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Seminarian
Andrew Borseth will be leading this class.
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