
 

 

The Epistle  April  
Dear Members and Friends of St. Paulõs,  

Below are a few thoughts on why the resurrection of Christ at Easter still matters.     

1. The Resurrection is true     

When Christians speak of the resurrection, we do not speak of it in a symbolic way. It is not the same as 

òhis memory will remain with us.ó  We believe, teach, and confess that Christ literally and physically  

shattered death by rising from the grave.  It is the living Jesus who gives life to you, this congregation, and 

this church.  Jesus says òI am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though 

he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.ó  Do you believe this?  (John 11:25 -26)   
 

2. The Resurrection is connected to us through our Baptism  

Baptism is effective because of the resurrection.  Paul writes òWe were therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new life.ó (Romans 6:4) The living Savior has attached himself to us in a living way, and 

this makes baptism so much more than a past event.  
 

3. No resurrection, no faith  

Nobody likes to waste time, and who likes to be pitied?   Yet, that would be our reality if Christ had  

remained in the tomb.  Everything connected to our life of faith and church would be a colossal waste of 

time.  Paul writes  òAnd if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain, and your faith is in vain. 

ò(1 Corinthians 15:14) .  Because Christ rose from the dead all that the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh 

throw in our face will not have the final say.  It means that when we bury our Christian loved ones, it is 

guaranteed they will rise from the grave and will be seen again.  
   

4. We look ahead to the last day   

The scriptures certainly attest to our entry into heaven after we have taken our 

last breath.  Jesus once said to the thief on the cross.  òToday you will be with 

me in paradiseó.  Yet, the Bible also speaks of Christ physically coming again to 

judge the living and the dead.  ò  Now may  the God of peace himself  sanctify 

you completely, and may your  whole  spirit and soul and body be kept  

blameless at  the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.ó (1 Thessalonians 5:23) We do 

not know when that will be, but when he does arrive the resurrection will be a 

reality for all believers. This future reality changes the way we view our present 

reality, especially when personal and collective calamities shake us to the core.  

Rather than being the sign of Godõs failure in the world, these are the signs that 

our dear Savior is soon on the way.  What a glorious day that will be! Have a 

blessed and hope filled Easter!  
 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Krenz  
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St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ,  

 Teach Christõs Word and Reflect Christõs Love to All! 

April 7 th & 8th- òA Real Christ Brings Real Joyó  1 John 1:1 -4  

April 14th & 15th -  òThe Gift of Peace and His Call to Missionó  Luke 24:26-49 

April 21st & 22nd - òOur Invested Good Shepherdó  John 10:1-11 

April 28th & 29th  TBD 

April Sermon Themes  



 

 

Zion Evangelical Church in Millstadt is going to have its 

annual Womenõs Spring Luncheon, òItõs a Kaleidoscope 

Worldó,  this year on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at noon . 

We are so happy and excited to be able to socialize 

and enjoy a delicious meal - we sure hope you can 

make it!  

Please spread the word and let us know how many 

seats to reserve for you by Friday, May 3rd . We are  

encouraging guests to pay $15/person in advance. 

Please contact Carol at 618 -334-3266 or mail form 

(available in St. Paulõs office from Dianne or Wanda)  

to Zion Evangelical Church,  

117 West White Street, Millstadt, IL  62260.  
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April Dates :   4/3  4/10  4/17  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesday - 4-6 pm  

Current Pantry 

Needs:   

Brownie Mix, Ketchup, and Toilet Paper  

Call 281 -4600 for assistance  

on all other days.  
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Would you like to get involved  

with some of the various  

ministries/events  

we have here at  

St. Paul's, but can  

only commit to a  

couple of hours  

every so often?  

We are looking to form  

a "Manpower Team"  
of people who would be  

willing to help with some of the work that goes 

along with our programs. Check out the sign up 

sheet in the Narthex for more info!  

Bell abra tion  
Bell Choir Concert:    
Our own St. Paulõs bell choir 

will be joining a number of 

other local bell choirs for a 

concert at  
Emmanuel Lutheran in Waterloo  

On  Sunday, April 21 st at 5 pm .   
Free Will Offering supports Unity Lutheran Elementary in 

East St. Louis. 

From Reverend Dale and Suzane Kaster,  

your missionaries to the Czech Republic é(from January)  

     A Glorious Epiphanyé It is the stories that we know 

the best that we need to study the most. We easily 

think that we are masters of the tale and, therefore, 

can move along to other things. The now -past  

Christmas season [is a prime] example of this truth. 

What is to learn? We know all the characters, and we 

know all the plots. But if we take time to look intensely 

at the Biblical narratives, we may come up with more 

than what we thought we knew. Christmas and  

Epiphany deliver to us the wonderful fact that God 

would take on our flesh, be worshipped by sinful  

shepherds and Magi, and come as servant to us no 

matter how small our needs (remember the water into 

wine). If Jesus will not overlook the small details of a 

wedding celebration, then we can be sure that He will 

not overlook our greatest need, salvation.  

     Though, this is not a church -going culture in which 

we serve, they know the basic plots and characters of 

the Biblical texts. They just do not fully understand 

them. There is a baby Jesus, but He brings the  

Christmas gifts. There are three òkings,ó but they are 

seen as little more than characters who serve to bless 

homes and businesses. The know the basics. They just 

do not understand them.  

     With your prayers and support, we are able to be 

here to fill in the gaps in the Biblical narrative. We 

thank you for these precious gifts. And though they do 

not know you, the people of Prague thank you as well 

when they come to know fully the Biblical message  

of salvation. We could not be here without your  

partnership. We praise God that He has led you to be 

a part of our work.  

     At times, our work here seems so slow. Czechs are 

not given to ask questions about the faith. And they 

rarely seek help from someone they hardly know.  

But just this week, I was stopped by a young lady  

who works in our butcher shop. She knew I was a  

clergyman. And she had been troubled by bad spirits 

in her apartment. It have me an opportunity not only 

to help her but also an opportunity to share the Gospel 

with her. We ask for your prayers for her that as we fill 

in the Biblical account for her, that she would come  

to know Jesus as Lord and Savior, the Victor over all 

unclean spirits. é May we be caught off guard as we 

hear [the familiar narratives] so that we might hear 

them in a new way, the way Godõs writers intended. 

God bless our hearing & learning from His Holy Word.  

 
We commend you to Christ,  

Rev Dale and Suzane Kaster 



 

 

 
 

Green clovers along with other St. Patrickõs Day decorations greeted us in the 

Fellowship Hall at our March 7 th meeting. Nancy Radentz presented a  

devotion entitled òLiving in the Joy of Godõs Omnipotenceó and later led us 

with the common table prayer.  Our very own preschool students came over 

and performed two cute songs with actions. It was a special treat to see and 

hear the little ones!  We enjoyed the lunches we brought as well as the  

desserts and drinks provided by our  hostesses.  Marla Rose, City of Columbia 

Community Relations Coordinator, was our guest speaker.  She told about  

herself, future special planned events here in Columbia, to watch for an  

upcoming phone APP, and answered many of our questions. Committee  

reports were given and LWML news was presented in our business meeting 

that followed.  Thanks to all who donated to our recent zone ingathering for 

Beacon of Life Pregnancy Center!  

April 4 th will be our next meeting date at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  

The guest presenter will be our field worker, Andrew Borseth.   

Rose Anne Bense. and Susan Housewright. will be our hostesses.  

LWML News    
 1) SID retreat will be held at Camp Wartburg on 4/20/24 from 9:00 a.m. ð 2:30 

 pm. Registration fee is $20.00 and was due by 3/20/24.   

2) Zone Board meeting will be 4/25/24 at Holy Cross, Wartburg at 10 am.  

3) SID Convention is being planned for 9/13 & 9/14/24.  Our Metro South 

 Zone and the Upper Kaskaskia Zone are the cohosts at Centralia.  
 

You are welcome to our meetings, events, service projects,  

or just to visit anytime! For more information about Mailbox Membership  

or other events, contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691. 

Comforts of Love Quilters -Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.  

Please join us! We have òsewó much fun! Thank you for all your support!  

LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 
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Generally meets on the third Monday of each month .  

Please join us in  April, (4/15) at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.    
 

Womenõs Ministry hosts Church Potluck Luncheons on 4th 

Sunday of the month. Our next potluck will be Sunday, April 28th after the 10:30 am service.  3 

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others . 
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A Curious OOPS 
Every time you are out -and -about you rub 

shoulders (maybe not literally) with numerous 

strangers of various shapes, sexes, sizes, colors, 

ages, and values.  Do you ever wonder whatõs 

going on inside of them?  Wonder if he is  

having a good day today?  Sounds like sheõs 

angry at someone or about something?  Boy, 

heõs a sight! 

Or, what about this all -important question :  

Wonder if Jesus Christ has a place in his or her 

sinful, but redeemed body and soul?   Wonder 

whether he or she is on the way to Heaven or 

Hell if Jesus comes back today?  Well, WHY 

NOT?  Wouldnõt Jesus be pleased if you had 

some spiritual curiosity about where others 

around you are eternally headed?  Think 

about it!  Pray about it!  Just another curious 

OOPS from your Board of Christian Outreach.                                   
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Ushers/Greeters/Screens:    
If you or someone you know might be open to help-

ing out as a Greeter/Usher and help with the screens 

at church please let us know.  You can call the 

church office  (618)-281-4600 or email our church 

secretary Dianne at    

secretary@stpauls -lcms.org .  
 

Heartland Hospice  heartlandhospice.com  

Become a hospice volunteer ñ 

Volunteer opportunitiesé 

¶ Hold a hand, share a story  

¶ Send a card  

¶ Listen, read or sing  

¶ Mark gifts for patients  

¶ Run errands or perform light housekeeping  

¶ Share a gift of flowers or baked goods  

¶ Administrative office support  

For more information: (217) 361 -0234 
 

Feel free to kneel:        
Recently the kneeling pads have been put back on 

the communion rail.  While initially  

upon the returning to the altar in January for com-

munion we did not have kneeling pads due to the 

difficulty some had getting up and down, we have 

returned them due to a number of  

individuals who desire to kneel for the Lordõs Sup-

per.     - The Board of Elders.   

 

 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis   
invites ninth - 12th-grade students  to attend  

Vocation: High School   ñ a retreat that  

encourages high school men and women to  

explore many aspects of the Seminary,  

including worship and devotions, sessions with pro-

fessors, and even some fun and recreation!  

Registration costs $100 and closes  May 24.  

Register today !   

Would you like  a historic hymnal?     
Free hymnals on the table nearest the door to the 

office in the Narthex. Red hymnals (copyright 1941) 

and blue hymnals (copyright 1982.)  

April 1 
April Fools Day 

Sweet Potato Day first Monday in April, A delightful day 

to celebrate this nutritious and versatile root vegetable. 

April 2  
World Autism Awareness Day,  

International Children's Book Day 

April 6 
International Pillow Fight Day first Saturday in April, 

Grab your pillows and join the fun! 

April 7 
World Health Day 

National No Housework Day A perfect excuse to take a 

break from chores and enjoy some leisure time. 

April 9  

Unicorn Day, Eid al-Fitr  

April 10 
Gopher Tortoise Day Florida, A day dedicated to raising 

awareness about these fascinating reptiles. 

April 11  

National Pet Day 

April 17 
Siblings Day 

Blah, Blah, Blah Day A lighthearted occasion to  

embrace the art of conversation, even if itΔs just Ζblah, 

blah, blah.Η 

April 21 
Go Fly a Kite Day third Sunday in April, Head  

outdoors and let your kite soar in the spring breeze. 

April 26  
National Richter Scale Day Commemorating the  

invention of the Richter scale used to measure earth-

quakes. 



 

 

April (either 19 or 21) ð Middle School 

Yard Game night in Church parking lot  

April 21 - High School Youth Event Hosted 

by Freeburg  

May 5 th- Confirmation  

2024 Youth Event Calendar  

The Epistle   April 2024  
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April 7 òA Revealing Truthó  Luke 24:13-35 

April 14 òAn Ascending Truth.ó Acts 1:1-11; 

   Luke 24:44-53 

April 21 òA Telling Truthó Acts 2:1-24 

April 28 òA Servant Speaks.ó  Acts 6-7 

Save the  Date for 

2024 VBS  
Celebrate the Savior!  

 

Our dates this year are  
 

June 10th -14th, 2024 from 9 am to 12 pm  

at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.  
VBS is rapidly approaching! We are just over two 

months away and have various needs for our 

programming. Please reach out to Carleigh if 

you are able to help with our Games or Bible  

Exploration/Science Lab sites.   
 

I am also looking for a few folks who would be 

willing to form a decorating committee for the 

2024 VBS. The theme is Celebrate the Savior! 

and we would love to have St. Paul's looking 

like a fun and inviting party that celebrates 

God's love for us. Interested? Sign up on the 

sheet in the Narthex. We will meet soon after  

Easter to plan.   

Volunteers Register online:  

https://vbsmate.com/events/

StPaulsColumbia/28392   
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April 2024 Preschool News  
Jesus Brings New Life! 
As we prepare to rejoice in the good news of Easter, the children have been 
busy having fun with a variety of other springtime themes. Theyõve had fun 
painting and experimenting with colors, learning about and exploring insects, 
creating erupting volcanoes, decorating the classroom with their beautiful 
works of art, and for St. Patrickõs Day, they had so much fun making  
Leprechaun traps in hopes of catching the silly little fellow. While they had 
no luck in catching him, they were thrilled with all the fun little treasures 
that he left for them. 
All in all, itõs been a month full of learning and playing at its finest. 
The children are looking forward to our upcoming Easter Celebration  
as well as our annual egg hunt and butterfly release.   
They have been examining our caterpillars daily, anticipating their  
transformation into butterflies. It is always beautiful to witness Godõs 
hands at work through this process. 
 

Ms. April and I also attended the LCMS Spring Early Childhood Conference 
in March and were able to meet many other early childhood teachers 
throughout the district and gained some very valuable information. 

 

Enrollment is underway for the 2024-2025 School Year and we are 

very pleased with the number of students enrolled thus far!   

Keep spreading the word! 

Wishing you Easter Blessings!  
Shelly Augustin, Director/Teacher 

 April Jesus Lessons 
Jesus Dies and Arises 
Peter and the Crippled Man 
Phillip and the Ethiopian 
Timothy 

Y Thank you to all who 
helped in any way with the 
Rummage Sale!  
From items and monetary 
donations, to helpers and  
shoppers, we created a new 
high for rummage sale  
proceeds! That is amazing! 
All proceeds will benefit 
the preschool this year.   
We are truly blessed! 
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Pastoral Ponderings  
On the LCMS Web site there is a section called Frequently Asked Questions.   

Below the response to a question as to whether animals go to heaven.    
 

In a past column of the  Northwestern Lutheran  (the official  

periodical of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod), Rev. John 

Brug gives the following helpful response to the question,  

"Will there be animals in heaven?"   
 

Since animals do not have immortal souls, we might think the answer is no. Several 

facts, however, make one hesitant to be satisfied with a simple "no."  

Our eternal home is a new earth (Is. 65:17ff, 2 Peter 3:13, Rev. 21:1). Isaiah. 65:25 

speaks of it as a place in which the wolf and the lamb live together peacefully. This 

may be figurative language, but one other passage suggests animals might be in our 

eternal home.  

Rom. 8:21 says that " the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage ." In this  

present, sin -cursed world, we inflict suffering on animals, and they inflict suffering on us.  

At Christ's coming, when this world is freed from the effects of sin, animals, too, will be 

freed from suffering.  

That text also says the creation will be "brought into the glorious freedom of the  

children of God .ó That might mean there may be plants and animals in the new earth 

as there were in the first earth.  

If there are animals on the new earth, they will be good creatures of God as the  

animals of the first earth were. In short, the answer is a cautious "maybe."  

Adult Education  
 

 

Tuesday Menõs Bible Study 
Meet w/ us at 7:15 am in the Narthex. All men welcome. We are 

studying the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel readings for  

the following Sunday.  
 

Wed. Womenõs Bible Study  
Wednesdays with Nancy, 10 am studying the Gospel of Luke.  
 

Fridays, once a month   
Itõs MATTHEWõS GOSPEL in 2024  Weõre going to be studying the  

Gospel of Matthew in our second Friday of the month Not Just 

for  Couples Bible Study Group .  Our first class will be on Friday,  

April 12th at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Cost of  CPH study 

guide is $10 each .  Before class preparation is strongly  

encouraged. Adults of any age are  welcome.  Please contact 

Pastor Sievers (314-882-2097) or pastorsievers@yahoo.com )  

by January 20 so he can order you a study guide.  
 

 

 

Adult membership Class:    
On Sunday, April 14 th at 4pm  I will be starting a new adult 

membership class.    This is a class that covers the  

foundations of the Christian faith from a Lutheran  

perspective.   If you or someone you know might be  

interested in this 10 week class please contact Pastor 

Krenz at 618 -363-0121 or email/call the church office.    
 

Adult Bible Study Sunday Mornings  
Join us for Sunday mornings in April in the  

fellowship hall as we join the church in  

Thessaloniki as they receive Paul's letters to them. In 

this series we will explore the instructions given to the 

church, the themes that Paul addresses, and the 

everyday application of the Thessalonian discourse, 

both 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Seminarian  

Andrew Borseth will be leading this class.  

k °«®|¨; 
k«ª ¡®¥ª£¯ 
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April 22 =Newsletter Deadline (4th Monday) Usually  the 3rd Monday of most months.  

Send articles, photos, etc. to secretary@stpauls -lcms.org -Thank you for your help!  
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