
 

 

òLet us come before him with thanksgivingéó -Psalm 95:2a  
 

Dear Friends and Members of St. Paulõs, 
 

At times it is good to sit back and give thanks to God for his innumerable blessings.  There is much in our 

personal life for which we can give thanks, but there is also a good deal in our congregation for which 

we can give thanks. Below are just a few of those blessings.  Feel free to add to the list.   

Have a blessed July,  

Pastor Krenz  
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St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ,  

 Teach Christõs Word and Reflect Christõs Love to All! 

Summer Sermon Series (continued) :   
Equipped, The Armor of God for Everyday Struggles  

based on Ephesians 6:10 -20.    
June 30 th - The Helmet of Salvation: Ephesians 6:17a &   Isaiah 12:2    

July 7 th- The Sword of the Spirit: Ephesians 6:17b   & Hebrews 4:12  

July 14 th- The Gift of Prayer: Ephesians 6:18   & Colossians 4:2  

-Thanks be to God for the chance to fellowship with God 

and one another at our 9am Sunday Service. 

-Thanks be to God for the 20-25 individuals who       

consistently participate in the Monday night worship  

Service.   

-Thanks be to God for Carleigh Ottwell for her work as 

our VBS director, and for the 58 students and 30 plus 

helpers who were part of this yearΔs VBS.    

-Thanks be to God for Ryan Peery who recently joined   

our congregation via confirmation.  

-Thanks be to God for the work of Terry Aldridge,       

and others who are helping to replace the Louvers        

on the church bell tower.   

-Thanks be to God for Helen Nowak and others who     

are working on a new congregational library in one of    

the Sunday School classrooms.  

-Thanks be to God for Amanda Douglas and many others 

who helping to start EveΔs Restoration Ministries.      

The board has met four times and is close to getting 

501c3 status with the state.  

-Thanks be to God for the work of many who faithfully 

run the congregational food pantry which serves many in 

the community.     

-Thanks be to God for summer nights without meetings.  

-Thanks be to God that Michael Ewert, our                

congregational field worker has agreed to serve as our 

part time youth leader from September 2024 -May of 

2025.  

-Thanks be to God for the life of faith and heavenly joy 

granted to Tom Mclaughlin and JoAnn Byerley, who  

recently entered their eternal rest.   

-Thanks be to God for Steve Lake who mows our very 

large congregational lawn, and to Robert Glaenzer who 

mows our cemetery lawn.   
 

- Thanks be to God for Marianne May who helps to make 

sure our outside landscaping/flowers looks good.   

-Thanks be to God for Dennis Kruse and Lisa Stechmes-

ser who help keep our financial house in order as a              

congregation.  

-Thanks be to God for the faithful work of Dianne Miller 

as our congregational          secretary.    

-Thanks be to God for the 

chance many have this      

summer to see extended   

family and partake of         

vacations. 

-Thanks be to God for Jesus 

who sustains us through   

thick and thin.   
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Mike & Sandy Louis  

(Joe & Matthew)  
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 Tell us about how you got connected to St. Paulõs?   
We were members of a South County LCMS congregation and as 

our children were growing, we wanted to become members of 

our home -town congregation.   We started attending St. Paulõs 

around 2007.   Matthew, our youngest, was part of Little Lambs and 

then preschool, and both boys attended Sunday School and were 

confirmed at St. Paulõs. 
    

How long have you been members?    
We have been members since 2008.  
 

Tell us about your family; what are your interests; what you  

enjoy doing outside of church?  

We have two sons, Joe and Matt. When our boys were younger, 

our lives revolved around their sports.  They both played Columbia 

Blue Jay football, and began baseball through the Khoury League program at the American Legion park.  They 

both attended St. John Vianney High School which served them well with mentorship and an emphasis on faith 

in their daily education. Joe recently graduated from Kansas State University with degrees in finance and  

entrepreneurship and started at a position in farm business consulting in June.   He lives in Tuscola, IL.  Matt has 

always had an artistic eye and is now in his third year of architecture studies at the University of Kansas.   He  

continues to help coach Blue Jay football when he can before school starts.    
   

As a family, we enjoy snow skiing/snowboarding, boating & water skiing, and golf.   The guys are all deer  

hunters.   We also all enjoy live music, movies, and sports.   We all exercise to varying degrees, weightlifting and 

walking.   Sandy really enjoys, running, yoga, and cycling.   She has run marathons and half marathons and is  

currently helping organize a triathlon in Columbia to be held August 18th.  
  

What do you like best about St. Paulõs Lutheran Church? 

We enjoy the tradition of liturgical worship, and we really like that St. Paulõs provides solid teaching and  

grounding in Lutheran doctrine along with a close community of members.   We feel at home at St. Paulõs and 

enjoy the all the generations in our church family.   It is also nice to see people in church and know them from 

other parts of our daily and social lives as well.  
 

What committees and groups have you been involved in over the years?  

The boys attended Sunday School, VBS and confirmation. Sandy helped teach Sunday School and continues to 

help with VBS.   She also was part of the Food Pantry ministry, coordinated Christmas caroling with the youth for 

several years and plays in the handbell choir.     Mike has been involved with the Endowment Committee.  
 

What Bible verses or hymns have influenced your faith life?  

Mikeõs verse is Ecclesiastes 3:1 òThere is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the  

heavens.ó Sandyõs is Philippians 4:4-7 òRejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness 

be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Be anxious about nothing, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.ó Joeõs verse is the 23rd Psalm; and 

Matthewõs is Romans 8:28.  For hymns, we like #537, Beautiful Savior, which was the first 

hymn Sandy learned in Lutheran grade school.   Overall, we all like singable 

hymns.   #803, Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee is special to us because it was the opening 

hymn at our wedding in 1988.  

 

Summer Worship Schedule :   

Our Summer 9am Worship 

Schedule runs from  

June 2 nd  to September 1 st.  

Summer Sunday Morning  

Adult Bible Class Schedule:    
10:15am -11am.    

Every Sunday except July 14 th  

and August 11 th.     

(Topics TBD)  

Summer Childrenõs/High School   

Sunday School Schedule:  
10:15am -11am.     

July 21st & 28 th 

August   18th & 25th  
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Adult Confirmation: 
Ryan Peery, 6/3/2024 

T  
Committal:  

Diana Pulcher, 6/19/2024 
T  

Funeral: 
Tom McLaughlin, 6/20/2024 

T  
Funeral: 

JoAnn Byerley 6/21/2024 
T  

Membership Transfer: 
Matthew (Jodi) Foster, 6/4/2024 

Official Acts of the Church 



 

 

 
 

Our June 2 nd  meeting in the Fellowship Hall featured 

beautiful white and lemon yellow fresh flowers.  

Wanda Gross led us with a devotion entitled 

òBegin with God:  He is Creatoró followed by a  

video with lyrics entitled òGod Knew Your Name.ó   

The common table prayer was said and we  

enjoyed our lunches, as well as the desserts and 

drinks provided by our hostesses.  Our guest speaker was  

Natalie Kawalec, Executive Director of House of Neighborly Service 

and the Back Porch.  She spoke about the variety of services they 

provide for residents throughout Monroe County. After the speaker, 

LWML news and committee reports were given during our  

business meeting. We will meet again on July 11th at 11:30 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Jim Jarvis from Leesman Funeral 

Home is planning to speak at this meeting.  Nancy Radentz 

and Kathy Stechmesser are scheduled to be our hostesses.  

LWML News    

1) We will be making salt dough ornament favors at Holy Cross, 

Wartburg on Saturday, June 22nd beginning at 9:00 a.m.  

Many hands are welcomed to help!  Call Wanda if you 

would like to carpool.  We are preparing the ornaments for 

the SID Convention.   

2) The SID Convention is being planned for 9/13 & 9/14/24.  

Our Metro South Zone and the Upper Kaskaskia Zone are 

the cohosts at Christ our Rock, Centralia.  
 

You are welcome to join us anytime at our meetings, events, and service projects.  For more  

information about Mailbox Membership or other events, contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691. 

Comforts of Love Quilters -Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.  
Please join us! We have òsewó much fun! Thank you for all your support!  

The Comforts of Love sewing group needs used sheets to make the quilts for Lutheran World Relief and  

Orphan Grain Train.   Please leave them in the small closet under the stairs or in the church office.   Thank 

you for all of the sheets and material that our congregation members have donated in the past.   If you 

have any questions, contact Marianne May or Wanda Gross.  

LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 
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Generally meets on the third Monday of each month .  

Please join us in  July (7/15) at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.    
 

Womenõs Ministry hosts Church Potluck Luncheons on 4th 

Sunday of the month. Watch the Sunday Announcements for the next Luncheon.  

3 

Sunday, July 14th hosted by the Stewardship Committee  

The congregation and friends of the congregation are invited to a 

church  picnic at the main pavilion in Bolm- Schuhkraft Park.  

The Stewardship Committee will provide the sandwiches and drinks. 

Members are asked to bring side dishes to share. Please sign up in the 

church entryway if you are attending.  

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others . 
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OOPS ð We Dare You!  

òIf the shoe fits, wear it!ó  That old and often used 

idiom describes what we do with our monthly 

newsletter OOPSes ñoffer you an òoutreachó shoe 

and encourage you to try it on and see if it fits.   

If youõve tried them (and we hope you have), 

youõve discoveredñsome of them fit and some of 

them donõt.  You, of course, know best what your 

òoutreachó size and gifts are.  So, we dare you to 

come up with your very own OPPS ñsome little or 

big òoutreachó thing you in your heart and mind 

know you could say or do.  Hereõs the scary part.   

If you dare to do that, the Holy Spirit is likely to 

move you to do it or say it.  We dare you ñand 

thatõs this monthõs OPPS from your Board of  

Christian Outreach.        

 

Thatõs this monthõs less-than -perfect  

Outreach OPportunity Suggestion  

from your Board Of Christian Outreach.   
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Eve's Restoration Home Update:  
 

        We plan to be an official non -profit 

this summer!  
 

If you would like to receive  

email updates from us -  

feel free to contact  

Amanda Douglas at  

evesrestorationhome@gmail.com   

July Dates :   7/3  7/10  7/17  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesday - 4-6 pm  

Current Pantry Needs:   

brownie mix,  canned ravioli, tuna  

Call 281 -4600 for assistance on all other days.  

Thank you to Terry Aldridge, Rex Hancock, and others for their great work 

Eveõs Restoration Home was the Mission Project 

for Vacation Bible School this past week.  



 

 

July   Potential event at Perry County historic event  

Youth Service Project:    
For three Saturdays in July, starting July 13 th middle 

school and high school youth are invited to join 

youth from area Lutheran churches helping out at 

Christian Friends of New Americans in St. Louis.    

This group serves to immigrant families from all over 

the world.   On Saturdays, the youth will be  

babysitting immigrant children while their parents 

are taking ESL classes.  

In addition they will be sorting and cleaning at the 

Peace Center.  We will leave church at 8am and re-

turn by 1pm on these Saturdays. We are also looking 

for adults to help drive and chaperon.   Contact the 

church office if interested.  

July 14 th- Church Picnic  
  

August  Back to school ice cream social.  
August 11 th- Rise Against Hunger Event  

2024 Youth Event Calendar  
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Sunday School Schedule: 10:15am -11am .    

July 21st &  28 th and August   18th & 25th  

2024 VBS  

Celebrate  

the Savior!  
I would like to extend a hearty thank you to all our  

volunteers, donors, our board of communications, Dianne,  

Pastor Krenz, Pastor Sievers, and our congregation for  

their support of VBS this year. We had a phenomenal week 

and this programming is only possible with your support! 
 

ΖI thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always I 

n every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now.Η  -Philippians 1:3-5 ESV In Christ, Carleigh Ottwell  

Thank You!   

Summer Childrenõs/

High School    

Youth Position Filled:    
We are grateful that in the fall our 4 th year  

Seminarian  Michael Ewert has agreed during his 

final year to serve as our adult youth leader here  

at church.   This will be a part time paid position  

that he will work at while he is in school.   He is  

scheduled to start this coming September.  

Originally we had requested a DCE intern and then 

offered the position to a Deaconess student at 

Concordia Seminary, but because those options 

did not work, we decided to go with plan C.   

When Michael leaves this part time position late 

next spring, the congregation will then decide how 

best to serve our youth on a long term basis.      

-The Youth Board        
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