The Epistle August

“See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according
to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.” Colossians 2:8-10

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It has been said that *'Those who stand for nothing, fall for anything.” This is why weekly worship and meditating on

the Bible are essential o keep us from falling away from Christ and the church. Our ongoing bafttle as Christians is

not primarily against those viewpoints that deny God, but rather it is a belief in and reliance upon the philosophies

W of the world. Let me share with you a few philosophies and viewpoints, which are, as the above verses say, “Not

according to Christ”.

! Universalism- This is a view states that all paths and beliefs lead to God, and ultimately to heaven. This belief system

says that in the end God will not send anyone to hell (If there is one). In this view salvation becomes unnecessary,

Christ’s work is minimized, and any religious talk will focus on becoming morally good verses receiving the good gift

of righteousness from the Savior.

Evolutionary Beginnings- When it comes to the world’s beginnings, evolutionary philosophy holds sway in our society.

This view not only challenges Biblical authority, but it also assumes God's ongoing role in maintaining his creation is at

best minimal. Those with this view see death as merely part of the ongoing “cycle of life” which has gone on for

billions and billions of years. Whereas the scriptures see death as foreign to God'’s plan and is the result of God'’s

judgment upon sin. Those same Scriptures also state that death is overwhelmed and conquered by the life, death,

and resurrection of Jesus.

The Trivial- Socratfes once said the “Unexamined life is not worth living”. In our culture we so easily get distracted by

TV, music, sports, our phones, the internet, activities, and the like. When we experience pain and suffering, too often

we look to the “trivial” to distract and maybe even bring us relief. These trivial things are . . i

not bad in and off themselves, but when they are used to bring us our security and Inside this issue:

meaning in life, they are found wanting. Too often we have let the trivial take Member Spotlight 2

precedence over what is necessary. Official Acts of the Church

Sexual Immorality- Harold Senkbeil in his book Dying to Live, the power of Forgiveness Summer Worship Schedule

writes “Wanting to be up close and personal, people fry sex without commitment- and  [iakHalEliEL

they end up even more alone and farther apart”. God is not opposed to sex, he LWML/Ladi

. » g e . adies League

¥ invented it. While many people see the church as a kill joy when it comes fo sex, one Comiorts of Love Quilters
could make the case that sex can only truly be enjoyed when experienced in the way Women'’s Ministry

God intended it. We live in a world where pornography can be accessed like never Handbells

before, homosexual practice is assumed to be ok, and very few people outside and e

even inside the church even bat an eye at premarital relations. Christians who take their FRETECIRTEE

scriptural faith seriously are going fo stand out in this world, and even look a bit odd. Gemelllay

However, the brokenness which results from people deviating from what God infends in -~ [kt L UEE S

this area also gives the church the opportunity to deliver and receive Christ’s forgiveness Relifile 2= 831 le shAtel s oLe)!

and life for all who have fallen short of his divine intentions. Youth News & Calendar

Biblical llliteracy- Some years back | spoke with the campus ministry director at Eastern bt EURASEIE S

University, in Charleston lllinois. He said that one change he has seen in his many years of REESNEELERLIEIE

campus ministry is the diminishing Biblical understanding among the students. According eskstasas

to noted researcher George Barna the number of American adults holding a biblical Pastoral Ponderings

worldview has declined by 50% over the past quarter century. Building our lives on the Adult Education

rock of God’s Word is a help to all believers, especially when great difficulties comes our

ways TR TR . . N

How do we stand up to the philosophies of this age? According to Colossians 2, the key  BAZLiReCIELELE

is hearing, knowing, and believing in the true Christ. For in him you have been filedin  [EEE R e aow

Worship with us! ‘
i} every way. A blessed August to all. ;
1 Yours in Christ, Pastor Stephen Krenz

| 618-363-0121
Pastor Krenz Andrew Borseth, Seminarian

Birthdays & Anniversaries

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 227 Goodhaven Street, St. Paul's Lutheran Church Mission Statement:
Columbia, IL 62236 618.281.4600 stpauls-lcms.org Proclaim Christ,
facebook.com/stpaulscolumbiail Teach Christ’s Word and Reflect Christ’s Love to All!
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&g Menmber § poz‘/ g/?l‘ Rick & Susan Stemler

7 . Tell us about how you got connected to St.
Paul's? How long have you been members?
My parents moved to Columbia when | was
2 years old and I've belonged to St. Paul's
ever since. | was confirmed and married
here. My husband Rick belongs fo
Immaculate Conception Parish.
s | was an only child but Rick has 4 siblings. We
. don't have children but lots of nieces,
. nephews great nieces and nephews.

We host Thanksgiving and it's a house full.
Tell us about your family; what are your interests; what you
enjoy doing outside of church?
We are big hockey fans. We're Blues Season Ticket Holders and
attend about half the games. We were ecstafic when they won the
cup! We also like to travel.

What do you like best about $t. Paul’s Lutheran Church?
It feels like home.

What committees and groups have you been involved in over the
years?

I have belonged fo the handbell choir since it was formed years
ago. I really enjoy it, it's good for my brain and I've made more good
friends there. We have fun and we support each other. | also started
volunteering with the food pantry and made more friends.

What Bible verses or hymns have influenced your faith life?
One of my favorite hymns is “What Wondrous Love Is This”. My
favorite bible verse is Ecclesiastes 3:1, “To everything there is a
season and a time to every purpose under heaven.” | often wiill
lightheartedly say "God always has a plan”. But | believe that.
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Eve's Restoration Ministry Update:

Eve's Restoration Home is on track to meet their
goals for 2024!

Those Goals Are:

1. Form a compassionate board of directors [
2. File our Non-profit status (In progress)

3. Start Fundraising (On frack to start in the Fall)
Please pray for us as we enter intfo the next phase of ministry

in the coming months. Also, stay tuned and be on the look-out
for a Fall Kick-off Event at St. Paul's!

Interested in staying up-to-date on our progression?

Sign up for our newsletter by emailing:
evesrestorationhome@gmail.com

Feel free to email, call, or text Amanda Douglas

with any questions! 314-221-6700

Summer Worship Schedule:
Our Summer 9am Worship
Schedule runs thru

10:15am-11am.

11th, (Topics TBD)

September 1st.
Summer Sunday Morning

Adult Bible Class Schedule:

Every Sunday except August

0ff1c1a1 Acts of the Church

Funeral:
Gary Camp, 7-19-24
+

Funeral:
Ray Richert (NM) 7-20-24
T

Membership Transfer:
Mark & Ellen Heise T7-23-24

&g Member Spotlight  july

Mike &
Sandy
Louis
(Joe &
Matthew)
Picture
uninten-
tionally
left out

Rése

AGAINST HUNGER

Sunday, August 11
10:30 am - 1:30 pm
Sign up for a shift in the Narthex.

Meal
Packing Event

What mugsica] instrument is
played with 22 hands?
Answer: the handbel]] choir!
Can you lend a hand (or two?)
If interested, talk to Mark Eischer
about becoming part of the
St. Paul’s Handbe]] Choir.

Deadline for Submissions (articles,
photos, calendar updates,

etc.) for September’s 0
Newsletter: August 19th

Bitor

D_e'a'd'{-ine
submissio‘ns
Sunday School Schedule:
10:15am-11am.

August 18t & 25th

Summer Children’s/High School
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LWML/I‘ADIEiﬂAGUE We met on July 111 in the Fellowship Hall where NI, (YRSem Sl
the tables featured patriotic decorations and ARt mhstomeRinM atlon,
. . . we joyfully proclaim Christ,

v place settings. Wanda G. led us with a devotion support missions,
. entitled “Begin with God: So We Can Love Others”  and equip women to honor God

 followed by the common table prayer. We by sewving-olfiers,
enjoyed the lunches we brought as well as the desserts and drinks provided by
our hostesses. Our guest speaker was Jim Jarvis of Leesman Funeral Home. He
gave a very informative presentation about funeral planning and shared
some guidelines with us. LWML news and committee reports were given during
our business meeting. We will meet again on August 1s af e
~ 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Beth Mask from “Comfort ,-35: 7
- Dogs” will be our speaker. Cindy T. and Doris M. are

scheduled to be our hostesses.

LWML News
1) Ladies from Freeburg, Mascoutah, Wartburg, Waterloo, and Columbia worked on

June 22nd & June 27t and made over 250+ favors for -
the SID convention.

2) The Metro South board will have a meeting on Aug. 8th at
Immanuel, Waterloo at 10:00 a.m. After the meeting
they plan to work on bagging literature for the SID
convention.

3) The SID Convention is being planned for 9/13 & 9/14/24.
Our Metro South Zone and the Upper Kaskaskia Zone
are the cohosts at Christ our Rock, Centralia.

Feel free to join us anytime at our meetings,
events, and service projects.

For more information about Mailbox
Membership or other events,

contact Wanda at 618-281-4691.

“Can you count to four? Can you'tell your right hand from yourleft? Great! You have what
it takes tostart playing hanc[bells' Talk to Mark EISC}\eI' about St Paul’ s Handbell C}\Oll'
We'd Jove to have you Jom us

Comforts of Love Quilters-Tuesdays

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.
Please join us! We have “sew” much fun! Thank you for all your support!
The Comforts of Love sewing group needs used sheets to make the quilts for Lutheran World Relief and
Orphan Grain Train. Please leave them in the small closet under the stairs or in the church office. Thank
you for all of the sheets and material that our congregation members have donated in the past. If you
have any questions, contact Marianne May or Wanda Gross.

Generally meets on the third Monday of each month.

Please join usin August(8/19) at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall. X2 WO M E N ’S

Women'’s Ministry hosts Church Potluck Luncheons on 4th

Sunday of the month. Watch the Sunday Announcements o/ e M I N IST RY
), 3

for the next Luncheon.







