
 

 

òIn this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 

our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.ó 1 John 3  
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
  

The heartbeat of our life together as believers involves listening and rejoicing in Godõs Word.   

The opportunities to do this in September abound.  In the first three Sundays/Mondays the  

sermons in worship will reflect on a God who is near, a God who heals, and a God who has  

power over the demonic.  In these messages the hearers will see how this God and his actions  

set Christianity apart from the religious and secular views of our time.  In addition, on Sunday 

morning we will be walking through 1 John in the adult Bible class.  This is a letter that rejoices  

that Christ, the Word of life, has revealed himself to the world.  A letter where the reality of our  

sin is conveyed so that the greater reality of having an advocate for sin can be proclaimed and 

received.  A letter that warns about the antichrist and the dangers of lawless living.  A letter that 

shows how the love of Christ received in faith is to be lived out in loving our neighbors.  Do take 

advantage of these and other opportunities you have to listen and rejoice in Godõs Word, you 

wonõt be disappointed. 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Krenz  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church, 227 Goodhaven Street, 

Columbia, IL  62236  618.281.4600  stpauls -lcms.org  

facebook.com/stpaulscolumbiail  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mis-

sion Statement:  

Proclaim Christ,  
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Baptisms 
 

Sienna Elizabeth Wilhelm,  
8-4-24 

Henrik Bryon Wilhelm,  
8-4-24 

 
T  

 
William Daniel Fries,  

8-17-24    
 

T  
 

 
Georgia Jean 
Greatting,  
8-17-24 

 
T  
 
 
 
 
 

William Frederick Linderer 
8-18-24   

Official Acts of the Church 

Eve's Restoration Home -  

Kick Off Celebration!  
Join us for a meal & fellowship.  

Hear from our Board of Directors  

about our exciting plans to restore 

families impacted by foster care.  

November 7th, 2024. More details to come!  
Interested in staying up -to-date on our progression?  

 Sign up for our newsletter by emailing:  

 evesrestorationhome@gmail.com  

Feel free to email, call, or text Amanda Douglas with 

any questions!   314-221-6700 

Deadline for Submissions (articles,  

photos, calendar updates, etc.) for  

Octoberõs Newsletter: September 19th 

Doris Mathews  

Tell us about how you got connected to St. 

Paulõs? How long have you been a member?  

I was baptized and confirmed at St. Johnõs 

Lutheran Church in Sparta, IL.   Gene Mathews and I 

were married and moved to Columbia and joined St. 

Paulõs Lutheran Church in 1956. Gene and I were 

blessed with four wonderful children, nine grandchildren 

and six great grandchildren.  
  

Tell us about your family; what are your interests; what 

you enjoy doing outside of church?  

When not at church, I like to do word puzzles, jigsaw 

puzzles, reading and playing kloepper with friends and 

attend family gatherings.  
  

What do you like best about St. Paulõs Lutheran Church?  

St. Paulõs is a good family church and a good church  

family.   We have been blessed with pastors who are 

strong in and true to The Word.  
  

What committees and groups have you been involved 

in over the years?  

I have taught Sunday School, VBS and Midweek 

School.   I have served on the Board of Education,  

building committee and I know every nook and cranny 

of the kitchen.   I have served in various ways as a  

member of St. Paulõs Ladies League. I am also thankful 

for good health which has allowed me to take part in so 

many activities at church.  
  

What Bible verses or hymns have influenced your faith 

life?  

One of my favorite Bible verses is Philippians 1:9 -11 (a 

prayer for my children and the children I have taught).  

Worship Schedule 9/8  
Sundays: 8 am Divine Service  

9:15 - 10:15 am Adult Bible Study, SS Hour, Youth  

10:30 am Divine Service  

Mondays: 6:30 pm Divine Service  

 

Sunday AM Bible Study Schedule : 9:15 - 10:15 am  

Adult Bible Class  

Childrenõs Sunday School 

High School   

Tuesdays: 7:15 am Menõs Bible Study  

Wednesdays: 10 am Womenõs Bible Study 2 

September  9/4  9/11  9/18  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesday - 4-5:30 pm  

Current Pantry Needs:   

Brownie Mix, Spaghettios, Granola Bars, Oatmeal  

Call 281 -4600 for assistance on all other days.  
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Our August 1 st meeting began as Nancy Radentz,  

Vice -President, led a devotion entitled òA Time for Prayeró 

followed by the common table prayer.  The Fellowship Hall 

was decorated so òdog-gone -cuteó and the snacks and 

desserts that our hostesses brought were òdog-gone - good.ó  

Our guest speaker was Kelly Schmidt and she brought along her 

granddaughter and her well behaved therapy dog, Corbin.    

Kelly told about her certifications and experiences with her  

dogs ð breeding, training, and working services.  LWML news 

and committee reports were given during our business 

meeting.   Welcome to Jane Stumpf who joined our group in July!   

We will meet again on September 5th at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

After our business meeting, we will assemble treat bags as our service  

project for House of Neighborly Service .  Thank you to all who donated to 

help us with this worthwhile project for Monroe County children.  Stefanie 

Newbill and Marilyn Snider are scheduled to be our hostesses.  

LWML News    

1) The Metro South board, volunteers, and Pastor Krenz met on Aug. 8 th at 

Immanuel, Waterloo.  Pastor led a devotion for us and we had our final 

meeting before the SID Convention.  After the meeting, all worked   

together to bag literature for the convention.  

2) The SID Convention is being planned for 9/13 & 9/14/24.  Our Metro 

South Zone and the Upper Kaskaskia Zone are the cohosts at Christ  

our Rock, Centralia.  

3) Our zone will have a Fall Workshop at Zion, Mascoutah on Nov. 2 nd  to 

make cross bookmarks with Bible verses for the imprisoned in Southern 

Illinois. More details and how you can help will be forthcoming.   
 

You are welcome join us anytime at our meetings, events, and service projects.  For more 

information about Mailbox Membership or other events, contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691. 

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others . 

Comforts of Love Quilters -Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays from 9 am to 10:30 am.  
Please join us! We have òsewó much fun! Thank you for all your support!  

The Comforts of Love sewing group needs used sheets to make the quilts for Lutheran World Relief and  

Orphan Grain Train.   Please leave them in the small closet under the stairs or in the church office.   Thank 

you for all of the sheets and material that our congregation members have donated in the past.   If you 

have any questions, contact Marianne May or Wanda Gross.  

3 

LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 

Coming Soon! Ladies Bible Study with Nancy  

Class begins on Wednesday, September 18, 2024 at 10 am.  

Meet in Sunday School room at far end of hallway. Class lasts on hour. 

There is some home preparation with this class. We will be studying  

Corinthians this year. Come, try us out!!  

Wednesdays with 

Nancy, 10 am  

Handbell ringing is fun, challenging, and promotes  
mental sharpness. WeĮd love to have you join us!  

Questions? Talk to Mark Eischer. 314-706-4250 
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Are You an  OOPS Christian Yet?  

To-be or not -to -be an OOPS Christian ñthatõs 

the question your Board of Christian Outreach 

prayerfully asks you to consider this month?   

In other words, do you ever intentionally say  

or do something that brings the love and  

forgiveness of Jesus into the conversation or 

situation?  If you do, then good for the work  

of the Holy Spirit in you.  Perhaps our ongoing 

encouragements and Outreach OPportunity 

Suggestions are helping you discover how to 

be an even better OPPS Christian.  If the Holy 

Spirit hasnõt yet moved you to be at least a  

little more aware of all the outreach  

opportunities you have each day, please 

keep your heart and mind open to your  

Saviorõs loud and clear GO (Matthew 28:19) 

and BE (Acts 1:8) commands.  Just think ñwho 

will come to faith in Jesus next or trust in Jesus 

a little more because you have answered His 

Call to be an OPPS Christian?   
 

Thatõs this monthõs less-than -perfect  

Outreach OPportunity Suggestion  

from your Board Of Christian Outreach.   
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JULY - GENERAL FUND   

  TOTAL RECEIPTS   $        23,081  

  TOTAL EXPENSES             31,031  

  Over / (Short)    $        (7,949)  

     

2024 YTD - GENERAL FUND   

  TOTAL RECEIPTS   $      207,049  

  TOTAL EXPENSES           223,833  

  Over / (Short)    $       (16,784)  

     

JULY 31, 2024 FUND BALANCES:   

  

General Operating Fund (includes 

Estate General Funds)             38,517  

  Scholarship Fund                4,410  

  Mission Funds - Estate             44,067  

  Christian Caring              35,553  

  Stephen Ministry                3,889  

  Eve's Restoration Home                2,211  

  Building Repair Fund              51,703  

  Historic Building Fund              99,014  

  Cemetery Funds              56,248  

  Preschool Fund                4,555  

  Endow Steward Acct              11,063  

  Youth Trip Fund                6,539  

  LCEF Investment -  General            150,000  

  LCEF Investment -  Building              75,000  

  LCEF Investment -  Endow Steward             46,857  
Thank you, Sam Davis for presenting an update 
on your work in Hungary on August 4th. 



 

 

 September  
Sept 15th - Hike at the Hancock's (High School)  

Sept 22nd - Youth Sunday at Church  

Sept 26 th Bon fire at Eckart's (Middle School)  
 

Sept 26-28-Youth Leaders Camp at Camp Cilca  

2024 Youth Event Calendar  
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The Sunday School 

theme for this quarter is  

"God Restores His People". This unit covers 

the Old Testament starting with the account of 

God's provision for Elijah and concluding with 

God's people waiting for the coming Savior.  
 

        We were excited to welcome the children 

back with a special Sunday School òKick-Offó 

on August 18 th . Students brought friends to Sun-

day School and after a short lesson we joined 

the adult Bible study participants for a game of 

Charades and donuts. We hope to see more 

friends join us in the weeks to come!  
 

       Please take some time to pray about  

making Sunday School a priority for your child/

children as they grow in their faith. Sunday 

School will be in full swing beginning on  

September 8th from 0915 -1015. We canõt wait 

to share the good news of JESUS with them!  

Youth Position Filled:    
We are grateful that in the fall our 4 th  year  Seminarian 

Michael Ewert has agreed during his  final year to serve as 

our adult youth leader here  at church.  This will be a part 

time paid position that he will work at while he is in school.  

He is scheduled to start this coming September.  

Originally we had requested a DCE intern and then offered 

the position to a Deaconess student at Concordia Seminary, 

but because those options did not work, we decided to go 

with plan C.  When Michael leaves this part time position 

late next spring, the congregation will then decide how best 

to serve our youth on a long term basis. 

 -The Youth Board        

Junior Confirmation-    

On Wednesday, September 4th  at 6pm in the 

church fellowship hall we will be starting our 

Junior confirmation classes (5th -8 th  grade). 

These are three year classes that begin for 

students in their 5 th  or 6th  grade year.   

Please contact Pastor Krenz if interested. 

 

Adult Confirmation-  

Our ΖLife with GodΗ class which also serves  

as the church membership class will start on 

Sunday, September 8th  at 4pm.   These classes 

meet for one hour, and last around 10 weeks. 

Child care will be provided.  Please contact  

Pastor Krenz if interested.   

September Lutheran Young Adults Event 
Join LYA for live music, food, drinks, and fellowship to see "George Portz Friends of 
Bluegrass" at the Cider Shed at Eckert's in Belleville on Saturday, September 7, from 
1:00-4:00p. Please note that the event is free, but no outside food or drinks are allowed. 
(The Cider Shed has food/drinks available for purchase.) The concert is under a pavilion,  

so it should happen rain or shine. 
 

Just as a reminder: LYA is a group of Lutheran young professionals from the Metro East area 
that get together to meet new friends and do something fun each month. We represent many 
different congregations in the Metro East area, and float events above and below highway 64.  

The first day of Pre -School will 

be Tuesday, September 3 

from 9-12pm. 

Please pray for Shelley, April and the 15 students 

enrolled for the School Year 2024-2025.  

Excitement is high for all that God will do thru 

the teachers and the many helpers and students 

this year! Pray for the families and watch for  

opportunities  to show your support throughout 

the year!  
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A Note from all 

of usé 
Thank you,  

Rex Hancock,  

Terry Aldridge,  

and Steve Ottwell 

for your work on  

St. Paulõs Bell  

Tower! Looks Great!  

Lutheran Older Adult Retreat October 23 -24, 2024 

Pierre Marquette Lodge,  Grafton, Illinois  

Registration & Retreat Info on Board by mailbox area.  

Ticket Prices  

¶Advanced One -Day    

 Tickets ð $30 

¶Advanced Weekend Pass 

 ð $50 

¶Tickets at the Gate ð $35 

 Day of Show, $65 

 Weekend Pass  

¶VIP ð $125 each day  

¶Veterans get in free (GA), 

 with a Veteran  

 Ticket & Military ID  

¶Kids 12 and under free 

(GA), no ticket needed  



 

 

 

Tuesday Menõs Bible Study 
Meet w/ us at 7:15 am in the Narthex. All 

men welcome. We are studying the Old Testament, Epistle 

and Gospel readings for the following Sunday.  
 

Ladies Bible Study w/ Nancy  
Coming Soon! Class begins on Wednesday,  

September 18, 2024 at 10 am.  

Meet in Sunday School room at far end of hallway.  

Class lasts on hour. There is some home preparation  

with this class. We will be studying Corinthians this year.  

Come, try us out!!  
 

 

Fridays, Once a Month   
Itõs MATTHEWõS GOSPEL in 2024.  Weõre going to be  

studying the Gospel of Matthew in our second Friday of the 

month Not Just for  Couples Bible Study Group.  Our next 

class will be on Thursday,  8/8 at 6:30 p.m. in the  

fellowship hall.  Before class preparation is strongly  
encouraged. Adults of any age are welcome.   

Please contact Pastor Sievers (314 -882-2097) or 

(pastorsievers@yahoo.com ) for more information.  

 

 

Adult Membership Class   
I will be starting a new adult membership class starting 

Sunday, September 8th at 4pm. This is a class that covers 

the foundations of the Christian faith from a Lutheran  

perspective.  Free childcare will be provided.  Out of a 

desire for good  discussion we are limiting this class to 10 

people.  If you or someone you know might be interested 

in this 10 week class please contact Pastor Krenz at  

618-363-0121 or email/call the church office, or sign up in 

the church entryway.    
 

Sunday Morning Adult Class  
9/1 St. Paul Catechism - Lordõs Supper 

9/8  1 John 1/ Islam  

9/15  1 John 2/ Islam  

9/22  1 John 3/ Hinduism  

9/29  1 John 4/ Jehovahõs Witness 

Podcast Central  
Below are a number of   

Lutheran based podcasts 

that may assist you in  

understanding Godõs Word 

and encourage you in your 

Christian walk.  You can stream these on 

your computer and /or find them on 

your phone.   
 

Devotional:    
LWML Mustard Seed Devotions  

Daily Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries  

LWML On the Go  
                            

A Verse by Verse Look at the Bible:      
Thy Strong Word  

The Word of the Lord Endures Forever  
 

In Depth and Practical Theological Discussion:    
Lectionary Kick Start - Concordia Seminary  

Tangible -Theology Learned and Lived  

Being Lutheran  

Just and Sinner  

Issues, Etc.  
 

Specialized Ministry:    
Lutheran Ladies Lounge  

Speaking of Jesus - KFUO 

End Goals - LCMS Youth Ministry Podcasts  

5 Minutes with a Missionary  

Friends for Life- LCMS Life Ministry  

k °«®|¨; 
k«ª ¡®¥ª£¯ 
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Coming in October  

-An additional Adult Topical Class on Sundays  

-One or Two Evening (4 week) Small Group Studies  

7 

Sermon Themes for September  
September 1 st and 2 nd  

 òChristian Distinctiveness- The God Who is Nearó    

 Deuteronomy. 4:1 -2, 6-9 
 

September 8 th and 9 th 

òChristian Distinctiveness- The God Who Healsó      

 Isaiah 35:4-7a 
   

September 15 th and 16 th 

óChristian Distinctiveness- Power Over the Demonicó 

 Mark 9:14 -29 
 

September 22 nd  and 23 rd Seminarian Michael Ewert  

òWords of Wisdomó 

 James 3:13 -18 
 

September 29 th and 30 th  

òThe Look of Patienceó  

 James 5:7 -11  

Adult Education  

Please be in Prayer for the LWML 

District Convention in Centralia on 

Friday and Saturday, September 

13-14. Six members from St. Paulõs 

will be attending this event.  
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