
 

 

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church, 227 Goodhaven Street, 

Columbia, IL  62236  618.281.4600  stpauls -lcms.org  

facebook.com/stpaulscolumbiail  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ,  

 Teach Christõs Word and Reflect Christõs Love to All! 

For just as in one body we have many members,  

and not all the members serve the same function,  

so we who are many are one body in Christ,  

and individually we are members who belong to one another.ó-Romans 12:4 -5 

òAnd God put all things under Christõs feet,  

and he gave him to the church as head over all things.  

Now the church is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.ó -Ephesians 1:22 -23    
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
The story is told of a supply preacher for a small -town Texas Church, coming in  

early Sunday, preaching a sermon to the congregation, and then leaving after 

lunch. Arriving early one Sunday he sat down at a local donut shop, opened his  

Bible and went over his sermon notes.  A man sitting down the counter from him 

said "You a preacher or something?" The pastor replied.  "Yes, I preach at the  

Christian Church here in town." He got excited and said, "Hey, I'm a member of  

that church."  The church was small and the guest pastor new all the regulars and 

so he turned to the man and said, "I've been preaching there for about three 

months, and I've never seen you there." The man looked at him and stated,  

"I said I was a member of that church. I never said that I was fanatical about it!"   
 

It is not in keeping with the message of the New Testament to be a believer and 

not be actively connected to a community of faith. Jesus often describes himself 

as the groom and the church as the bride. To say that you love Jesus but not His 

church is the equivalent of going to a wedding and saying I love the groom, but 

the bride I can do without.  God did not create us to be alone in our families and 

God did not create us to be alone as members of the body of Christ.  We need to 

hear together that we are forgiven for Jesusõ sake.  We need to grow in our under-

standing of Godõs Word together.  We need to feast together in the Lordõs Supper.  

I hope and pray that each of you will buck the cultural trend of separating oneõs 

connection with Christ from the community of faith.  May the Lord help us joyfully 

grow together in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

-Yours in Christ,   

Pastor Krenz  
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The Epistle  

2024 

 òMarriage According to Godó Mark 10:2-12    October 6 th 
 LWML Sunday  òReady to Serveó   Romans 12:3 -8. October 13 th  

òThe Upside Down Inside Out Kingdomó Mark 10:23-31 October 20 th  

Reformation Sunday   - òFreedomó John 8:31-36  October 27 th  
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Marriage  
 

Joseph Thomas and Loren Ruth Iorio  

Sunday, September 1, 2024  
 

Official Acts of the Church 

Deadline for Submissions (articles,  

photos, calendar updates, etc.) for  

Novemberõs Newsletter: Oct. 21st. 

Tony & Theresa Mancarella  

Ú  Tell us about how you got connected to St. Paulõs? 

How long have you been members?  

We got connected through our daughter and son -in law 

Amanda and Tony Douglas. We have been members 

since 2021.  
 

Ú  Tell us about your family; what are your interests; 

what you enjoy doing outside of church?  

We have seven children and 10 grandchildren.  

We enjoy spending time with our family and Tony loves 

playing golf.  
 

Ú  What do you like best about St. Paulõs Lutheran 

Church?  

We like the close knit community at St. Paul's.  
  

Ú What committees and groups have you been  

involved in over the years?  

I (Theresa ) teach the junior high Sunday School and 

(Tony) enjoys the weekly Bible study.  
 

Ú What Bible verses or hymns have influenced your 

faith life?  

Beautiful Savior is one of our favorite Hymns and  

Ephesians 2:10 is one of our favorite bible verses.  

For we are his Workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared before hand, that  

we should walk in them.   -Ephesians 2:10  

Worship Schedule Fall/Winter/Spring  
Sundays: 8 am Divine Service  

9:15 - 10:15 am Adult Bible Study, SS Hour, Youth  

10:30 am Divine Service  

Mondays: 6:30 pm Divine Service  

 

Sunday AM Bible Study Schedule : 9:15 - 10:15 am  

Adult Bible Class  

Childrenõs Sunday School 

High School   

Tuesdays: 7:15 am Menõs Bible Study  

Wednesdays: 10 am Womenõs Bible Study 2 

October   10/2  10/9  10/16  
1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 1:30-3pm   

2nd Wednesday - 4-5:30 pm  

Graham Crackers, Cookies, Cereal  

Call 281 -4600 for assistance on all other days.  

 

Current Pantry Needs:   

Comforts of Love Quilters -Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays  

from 9 am to 10:30 am.  
Please join us! We have òsewó much fun!  

Thank you  

for all your support!  
 If you have any questions, contact 

Marianne May or Wanda Gross.  

New Podcasts from Concordia Theology  
At Concordia Seminary, St. Louis   

concordiatheology.org/podcasts  
Lectionary Kick -Start-Spark your thoughts for  

Sunday! Join Concordia Seminary professors Dr. Peter 

Nafzger and Dr. David Schmitt in a weekly discussion 

about upcoming lectionary texts.  

Tangible: Theology Learned and Lived ð
Concordia Seminary faculty explore the ways in which 

theology permeates all aspects of life in this podcast for 

Christian Leaders. New episodes twice a month.  

A Note from Rise Against Hunger  
...Meals packaged here are on their 

way to Philippines!  

To address some of the food security challenges that 

children, families, and  communities in the Philippine's 

face, Rise Against Hunger partners with organizations 

that support educational programs by providing meals 

to children at schools and early child development 

centers. This is a key part of Rise Against Hungerõs  

Nourishing Lives pathway. In some cases, the food  

children receive at school will be the majority of the 

food they eat in a day.  

Thank you again for volunteering your time. The impact 

we are making together starts with a meal and leads to 

resilient communities worldwide.  
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 The September 5 th meeting opened as Nancy R., Vice -President, 

led a devotion entitled òLiving in PrayeréWalk Me Through My Day, 

Lordó followed by the common table prayer.  A memberõs  

graduation reunion provided the theme for the decorations in the  

Fellowship Hall. Many of our members brought in photos and  

mementos of their graduation year.  After our business meeting, we  

assembled 30 treat bags for children in our area that the House of 

Neighborly Service serves. Thank you to all who donated items!   

 Our next meeting will take place on October 3 rd at 11:30 a.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall.  After lunch (carry -outs from Imoõs Pizza) and our 

business meeting, we will prepare Thanksgiving and Christmas cards 

for our church member shut -ins.  

 In addition to our meeting, we will be observing LWML Sunday 

on October 13 th.  Check out our displays and pick up a mite box.   

We may have a special treat for you!  We are planning a get -together 

and meeting with our new Confirmation Prayer Friends on October 

16th.  Plans are also being made for fall church decorating/ice cream 

social with our Mailbox Members and our daytime members on Octo-

ber 24 th at 6:00 p.m.  Check the bulletin for updated information!  

 LWML News    

1) The SID Convention was held on 9/13 & 9/14/24 at Christ Our Rock Lu-

theran High School in Centralia.  The theme was òThe World at Jesusõ 

Feet.ó  Those attending from St. Paulõs were Marilyn S. and Wanda G., 

delegates; Nancy R., alternate; Amanda D., presenter; and Don R., 

guest.  òTherefore, my   beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord   

your labor is not in vain.ó 1 Corinthians 15:58.   

2) Metro South Zone meeting will be held at Zion, Belleville on 10/17/24 .   

3) Our zone will have a Fall Workshop at Zion, Mascoutah on Nov. 2 nd  to make  

    cross bookmarks with Bible verses for the imprisoned in Southern Illinois. We  

    will have a spot on our LWML counter for you to donate calendar photos or  

    card fronts for the bookmarks in mid -October.    

You are welcome join us anytime at our meetings, events, and service projects.  

For more information about Mailbox Membership or other events,  

contact Wanda at 618 -281-4691. 

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others . 
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LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 

Thursday, Oct. 24th Fall Church Decorating/Ice Cream Social  
Womenõs Ministry, Ladies League and Mailbox Members will meet  

to decorate our Sanctuary and enjoy an Ice Cream Social at  6:00 pm.   

Check the bulletin for updated information.  



 

 

Meet our new Choir Director  
 

Karen Muth Shimkus married John Shimkus in 1987 

while serving as a DCE and Director of Music at  

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Monterey, California. 

Upon moving to Collinsville, Karen and John taught  

at Metro East Lutheran High School and Karen earned 

her Masterõs degree in Organ Performance at  

Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville. John ran for 

political office and ultimately served as a U.S.  

Representative in Congress until his retirement in 2021.  
 

Karen next worked at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 

Collinsville as the Director of Music. At Holy Cross, she 

played the organ, led numerous adult and childrenõs 

choirs, directed handbells and instrumental ensembles, 

and taught music in the elementary school. She has 

also accompanied extensively in the Metro -East area 

for various private studios and events.  

 

After stepping down as Music Director at 

Holy Cross in 2017, Karen again taught 

music at Metro East Lutheran High School 

until her retirement in 2022. She continues 

to play organ, piano, and cello at 

churches throughout the greater St. Louis 

area.  
 

Karen and John have three adult sons 

and one daughter -in-law (with a grandbaby on the 

way!). When not making music, Karen likes to travel, 

read, and garden. She tells everyone she can that she 

loves Jesus and His church and is thrilled to be able to 

help re -start St. Paulõs choir. Please come to choir  

rehearsals on Mondays at 7:30 pm  to join in the fun of 

making music for our Lord!  
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A Presidential Election Year OOPS  

An old adage reminds us that talk about 

religion or politics is dangerous ñespecially 

during a presidential election year.   

However, to bring the loving and forgiving 

and saving name of Jesus into a  

conversation is neither dangerous or  

inappropriate.  In fact, the Word of God 

clearly proclaims to us that sharing the 

Good News of Jesus Christ with others is 

our most -important calling as Christians.  

So, as another Election Day draws near, 

please donõt question the religion or  

politics of others.  Instead, proclaim your 

love for Jesus and His atoning death on the 

cross for us all.  Be joyful and hopeful as 

you talk about your bright earthly and  

eternal future -- all because of Him, His  

saving work, and promises.  Now thatõs a 

God -pleasing way to vote for Jesus not just 

this election day but every day.                                       
 

Thatõs this monthõs less-than -perfect  

Outreach OPportunity Suggestion  

from your Board Of Christian Outreach.   
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Wednesday evenings at St. Paulċsē 

4 pm Jr. Confirmation  

6pm Jr. Confirmation  

6:30 pm Handbell Choir  

Monday evenings at St. Paulċsē 

6:30 pm Divine Service  

7:30 pm Adult Choir  



 

 

Youth Ministry  
 Greetings to all, I would like to once again Introduce myself as the Youth  

Director for the upcoming year. I am Michael Ewert a 4 th Year Student at Concordia 

Seminary, returning from Vicarage and preparing  for my call in the Spring. I am from  

Milwaukee, WI and attended a Lutheran Church and Schools throughout my life.  

I studied Philosophy and Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin before coming 

to St. Louis for Seminary.  

 I appreciate the study of Apologetics and the Gospels, especially the  

Gospel of John. I am eager to serve you and your  families this upcoming year.  

I want to work to support the students in their faith, while pushing them to grow 

into their own. While we are hoping to have a lot of fun, I hope we will also grow 

in appreciation  of what God has done for us and continues to do for us in the 

Word and Sacraments.  
 

 This past month I stepped into this role and began learning how St. Paul's  

operates. We held two events along with weekly Bible Studies for the High School 

Class. We looked at the Gospel readings and had some discussions about belief, 

unbelief, and how we matter to God.  

 For the Month of October we will be doing a 4 -week bible study called 

"Jesus at the Center."  Looking at the Stories of Jesus in the Desert, Jesus raising 

Lazarus, Jesus in the Garden and Jesus' Crucifixion, we focus on what Jesus has 

done for us and how through the Holy Spirit, we can model that behavior in our 

own life. We will see how we fail to resist temptation and comfort, fail to pray and 

miss the extent of Godõs love for us in Jesus. In the same way, we will see how Jesus saved us from our sin 

and models for us a way of sanctified life. Each Sunday during Sunday School we look forward to  

gathering together to learn more  about Jesus at the Center of all.  
 

 In September the High School Youth went hiking in Valmeyer and the Middle School Youth had a 

bonfire at Eckert's Millstadt. Even though it was raining 8 youth and several adults had a grand time  

walking through God's creation down the trail and across the creek. It is always a beautiful thing to see 

what God has created and to spend time exploring it. I lead a brief devotion on how the Christian life is 

like a journey, we talked about how in this life we often prioritize the journey or the destination, but for the  

Christian life it is both! The Middle School Youth gathered at Eckert's Millstadt for a bonfire and a good 

time. We rode on the Haunted 

Hayride and I lead a devotion 

on Change, just as the Seasons 

change so does life change. 

But God remains the same 

throughout our life and in the 

midst of any changes we face. 

What a joy and comfort we 

have! I look forward  to our 

events this October!  

Speaking Christ, Michael Ewert  

Concordia University (Nebraska)  
invites High School students  

exploring LCMS professional church careers.  

Discover your vocation and  

STAND TALL in your faith journey.  
 

A Life Called, Church Work Weekend  

October 13 -14, 2024  

To Register: cune.edu/called.  

You and your family are invited to  

explore our church work programs at  

òA Life Calledó, our on-campus church work  

visit event, Sunday, Oct. 13 -Monday, Oct. 14.  

¶ learn about Concordiaõs church work programs 

and scholarship opportunities;  

¶ Sit in on church work classes and connect with 

current faculty, staff and students;  

¶ Tour campus and stay overnight in our  
       residence halls with meals & activities free;  
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This month, the children are learning how God restores his people.   

To restore is to òput back into former or original stateó or RENEW.  

God is the only one with the power to RENEW us ð physically, emo-

tionally, and spiritually. And He continues to restore us because of 

His infinite love for us!  
Bible verses:  

1 Kings 17 

1 Kings 18:20-46 

2 Kings 2:1-5, 5:1-14 

Matthew 16:1 -4; 21 

Luke 11:29-32 

October 2024 Preschool News  
 As we admire the beauty that fall brings outdoors, we will bring 

some of the outdoor aesthetics into the classroom. As we transform 

each of our centers to reflect and learn about the beauty of fall, we 

will discuss nature and the changing season, experiment with paints 

to create beautiful art and fall colors, and other fall related topics. In addition, we will be  

adding a variety of fall sensory stations to stimulate our senses. The children will explore nature 

and collect various items to add to our science center. Plus, a class favorite, transforming our 

apple orchard into a pumpkin patch!  
 

 October  is full of many opportunities to teach the children through exploration and play, 

and to reflect on Godõs beauty all around us. Look around! See all that God has made! Be sure to 

check out (And Vote For) our preschools scarecrow on Main Streets Scarecrow Crawl this month!  
 

Upcoming Events  
Ú The Columbia        

Firemen will visit the 

preschool during Fire 

Safety Week.  

Ú Pumpkin Picking 

Field Trip to            

Breautigamċs Farm.  

Ú Our class Fall party 

on October 31.  

October Jesus Lessons  

o Jacobõs Dream  

o Samuel  

o David and Jonathan  

o Naaman is Healed  

December 14th , 2024  

Breakfast with Mary & Joseph.  
 

Mark your calendars and save 

the date for this beautiful  

holiday season event.  
 

Ask God who you should invite?  



 

 

Interested in  

staying up -to-date  

on our  

progression?  

 Sign up for our  

newsletter by  

 emailing:  

 evesrestoration-

home@gmail.com  

Feel free to email,  

call, or text Amanda 

Douglas with any 

questions!    

314-221-6700 

Tuesday Menõs Bible Study 

Meet w/ us at 7:15 am in the 

Narthex. All men welcome. 

We are studying the Old 

Testament, Epistle and  

Gospel readings for the  

following Sunday.  
 

Ladies Bible Study w/ Nancy  

Wednesdays, at 10 am.  

In SS room at far end of  

hallway. Class lasts one 

hour. There is some home 

preparation with this class. 

We will be studying  

Corinthians this year.  

Come, try us out!!  
 

Fridays, Once a Month   

Itõs MATTHEWõS GOSPEL in 

2024.  Weõre going to be  

studying the Gospel of  

Matthew in our second  

Friday of the month Not  

Just for  Couples Bible Study 

Group.  Our next class will 

be on Friday, October 13 at 

6:30 pm. in the fellowship 

hall.  Before class  

preparation is strongly  

encouraged. Adults of  

any age are welcome.   

Please contact Pastor  

Sievers (314-882-2097) or 

(pastorsievers@yahoo.com ) 

for more information.  
 

New Bible Study (Sundays)  

"The Christian Life: Free Lord 

of all   and Perfect Servant of 

all"  begins October 20th.  

Join Seminarians Andrew 

and Michael through a brief 

Bible study on Luther's Fa-

mous statement about the 

Christian Life, " A Christian is 

a perfectly free lord of all, 

subject to none. A Christian 

is a perfectly dutiful servant 

of all, subject of all, subject 

to all. " It will be a 4 -week 

study in the upper Sunday 

School Rooms, we are  

looking for 5 -10 people to 

join us weekly. Learn what it 

means to live as a Christian 

with true freedom in a world 

that gives confusing  

messages about what it  

truly means to live.  

Sunday Morning Adult Class  

10/6   Goal of Marriage  

10/13  1 John 5/ Roman  

  Catholic  

10/20  2 nd & 3rd John /Roman  

  Catholic  

10/27  Key Verses of the  

  Reformation  

 

Financial Planning  

in Retirement  

Please join us on Sunday, 

October 27 th from 6pm -

7:30pm in the church  

fellowship hall for a  

workshop on retirement 

planning. This workshop  

will involve the following 

topics and speakers.   

-Gift Planning in retirement -

   Scott Raddon from LCMS    

   Foundation  

-Long Term Care  

   Considerations in  

   retirement -   

   Pamela Sternau - Director  

   of Sales at Garden Place  

-Tax Considerations in  

   retirement -  Christian  

   Rowe from Thrivent.  
 

This workshop is  

educational, free, and will 

not involve a sales pitch.   

The goal for this event  

involves helping many  

become better stewards  

of their God given financial 

resources during their  

retirement years.   

Feel free to invite your 

friends, family members, 

and neighbors.    

Refreshments will be served.  

St. Paulõs Stewardship  

Committee.   
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Church Council Mtg Minutes (excerpts)  
 -Sept. 17, 2024 
 

A motion was presented and passed to purchase a 

Biz 450 I color copier for $5,735.00.  
  

Rev. Tim Scharr and Rev. Timothy Sims were  

Congregational nominees for the ballot for district 

president election for the Southern Illinois LCMS  

convention to be held in February of 2025.   

 

Helen Nowak commented on the newly created  

library.  
 

Pastor Sievers commented on the proposed daffodil 

cross on the church property near Route 3.  
 

Karen Mueller announced 13 were enrolled in  

preschool.  
 

Carol Erikson commented on Food Pantry and the 

Boy Scout Food Drive in November.  
 

Don Radentz commented on the quietness of the air 

handler.  Also, he suggested planning an event for 

the church and community for outreach in 2025.  
 

Pastor Krenz suggested having a 2025 Church  

Council planning meeting on January 4, 2025.  
 

The next Church Council meeting is October 22 

and the Voterõs meeting is October 29, 2024. 


