Inside this issue: Friends and Members of St. Paul 6s,
With the election just around the corner you may have wondered how our

Member Spotlight 2 Christian faith, founded on the Word of God, can help us in understanding and acting
Official Acts of the Church in the political realm. While a newsletter article is far too short to deal fully with this

Worship Schedule . . . . .
T issue, let me suggest a couple of things. First, God is in charge both of this church and

November Newsletter Deadline the civil/lgovernmental realm. In the church he rules through his Word which brings us
Christmas Lighted Parade His law and gospel. Why? To establish and maintain our faith. Our political leaders
and governmental agencies cannot forgive our sins, bring us eternal life, resurrect our
LWML/Ladies League 3 bodies, destroy the power of the evil one, conquer death, and assure us of our
Elder Schedule connection to God through our Lord Jesus Christ. There is no program or person that
00PS! 4 can bring us what only Jesus can bring. Jes
Financial Update worl d. 6 (John 18:36)
Stewardship Committee Update However, God also works blessings in the civil realm, and he uses leaders of all
el S @ Ve I e 5 types to do this. Jesus himself said render unto the Caesar the things that ar~e Caesar's .
Confirmation Prayer Partners and to God the things that are Godds. It is
Christian. In this realm we should ask ourselves, what is best for others? Here things
St. Paul6s Presc ® ahn get complicated. For example, we should defend life from its beginning to its
Childrents Sunda &8 %hd, but good Christians can disagree on how best this can happen. As
Eveds Restoratio ! Molmristiiesns, we are uniquely set up to help o
Adult Education humanity in the Word of God (see commandments 4 -10). Loving our neighbor
Holiday Worship Schedule involves sacrifice, and part of that hard work may mean getting involved in various
Birthdays & Anniversaries 8 local and national governmental things, including informed voting. It may mean
finding ways to serve the community through various organizations and volunteer
Event Calendar S opportunities. It could also mean that we question and hold to account those in the
Worship with us! 10 government al real m. It is easy to become cyn
other places in the civil realm. Yet, because people and their lives are impacted in
Pastor Stephen Krenz . R o
618-363-0121 this realm, | et us check the 01 6m out of her
Andrew Borseth, Seminarian are raised in this article than answered, but | hope and pray that you have additional
Michael Ewert, Seminarian, food for thought as the election nears. Yours in Christ, Pastor Krenz
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The Epistle

U Tell us about how you
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Worship Schedule Fall/Winter/Spring

Sundays: 8 am Divine Service
9:15 - 10:15 am Adult Bible Study, SS Hour, Youth
10:30 am Divine Service

Mondays: 6:30 pm Divine Service
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LWML/ LADIES LEAGUE .\WMI¥ Missiont Statement §

As Lutheran Women in Mission,
we joyfully proclaim Christ,
support missions,
and equip women to honor God

Purple and orange table decorations brought us into
the Fall/LWML spirit. After the common table prayer, our

l unch of I mods pizza and sal ad ™ e n | byseingothers y y h ¢
Nancy Radentz, Vice -Pr esi dent, | ed a devotion ent T

Ti mes of NeedeMy Worries or Godds Peace? gt G
Bible study entitled o0Take My Lifed base 4 I
Be. 0 A business meeting followed and L W
meeting, Thanksgiving cards were prepared for our church member shut -ins.

October continued to be a busy month for us with the celebration of
LWML Sunday on the 13 t, Confirmation Prayer Friend meeting on the 16 ™, and
church decorating/ice cream social on the 24 th. All were great fellowship
opportunities for our members!

Our next meeting will take place on November 7th at 11:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Hostesses will be Helen Nowak and Sandy Roessler. We will have
the election/re -election of the President and Secretary of our group. In addition,
we will begin making plans for topics and set up the hostess schedule for 2025.

LWML News

1) Metro South Zone meeting was held at Zion, Belleville on October 17 th, Plans have
begun for the prayer service we will host here on March 29, 2025.
2) Our zone will have a Fall Workshop at Zion, Mascoutah on November 2 nd to make

cross bookmarks with Bible verses for the SID Prison Ministry. There is a basket on our
LWML counter for you to donate calendar photos or card fronts for the bookmarks.
Come and join us anytime at our meetings, events, or service projects.
For more information about Mailbox Membership or other events,
contact Wanda Gross at 618 -281-4691.

PLEASE TAKE
ONETO GO

ELDER SCHEDULE 8:00 AM 10:30 AM Monday 6:30 PM
November 3 & 4 David Greatting Toby Search Scott Peery
November 10 & 11 Mark Eischer Charles Consolino Glen Grebing
November 17 & 18 Scott Moeslein Levi Ottwell Bob Thoma
November 24 & 25 Scott Moeslein Charles Consolino Glen Grebing
November 28 Levi Ottwell
Thanksgiving 9am 3




The Epistle November 2024

WHAT'S YOUR STORY?

The greatest grace of a gift, perhaps, is that it anticipates and admits of no return.
- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Your 2025 Intentional Giving Forms -

The On Sunday, December 8 th at both services we are inviting members to bring forth
heart their 2025 intentional giving forms and place them in the stewardship box during the
of the worship service. Each member will receive their intention giving forms sometime in the
giver middle part of November. As you cgns_i der your financial res
makes love, we also encourage our fellow members to intentionally consider their time and talent
. responses.
the gift One thing to keep in mind, the congregation is contemplating adding another full
dear time church worker here at St . MPrathanbkelythiswoudhe | ai
and be a Director of Christian Education or a Deaconess who would serve in the areas of youth,
precious.  young adults, and families. While we have some funds that could supplement the cost,
- Martin it would mean an increase in our church budget.
Luther Please consider that possibility as you consider your 2025 giving plan.

-The Stewardship Board .

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,
to be understood, as to understand, to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
4 - St. Francis of Assisi
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Youth Ministry A AR AN
Greetings to all! ;
October has been a very busy month as
| continue to settle into my position as
Youth Leader, but we had two events
this past month.

First, with the High Schoolers, we went
Mini-Golfing at Pirate's Crusade before
the weather turns to Winter. We had an
excellent time and several Hole  -In-Ones. & % > ‘ i
We had a devotion talking about the ' ’
Joy of Practice even when Obstacles
may knock our ball off course.

Second, we had a Reformation Party
with the Middle Schoolers, they learned
about Martin Luther and the 95 Theses.
We played some games and had a i
devotion on the central Gospel truth that Jesus' death and
resurrection is how we are made righteous before God.

November is fast approaching and several important events

are coming up. First, we have the Scouting for Food when we will help the Food Pantry on
November 23rd . Second, after Thanksgiving, we will ~ set up the Christmas Tree as we enter the
Advent season in preparation  for Jesus' birth. The end of the year approaches but God's Word
never changes. i Michael Ewert




