
 

 

Sermon Themes for November 2024  
November 3 rd & 4th   All Saints Day òSurprising Victors in the Ultimate Closing Ceremonyó   Rev. 7:9-17 

November 10 th & 11th òThe Heart of Givingó Mark 12:38-44 

November 17 th and 18 th  òWhere Are You Looking?ó  Mark 13:1 -13   

November 24 th  òFreedom is Comingó Revelation 14b-8 

November 28 th   Thanksgiving Day   òSatisfiedó  Psalm 65: 4-13     

December 1 st     òJesus, Our Righteous Branchó  Jeremiah 33:14 -16  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church, 227 Goodhaven Street, 

Columbia, IL  62236  618.281.4600  stpauls -lcms.org  

facebook.com/stpaulscolumbiail  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

Proclaim Christ,  

 Teach Christõs Word and Reflect Christõs Love to All! 
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Wednesday evenings at St. Paulċsē 

4 pm Jr. Confirmation  

6pm Jr. Confirmation  

6:30 pm Handbell Choir  

Monday evenings at St. Paulċsē 

6:30 pm Divine Service  

7:30 pm Adult Choir  

November 2nd  

Turn back 

Clocks 

One Hour  

 Friends and Members of St. Paulõs, 

 With the election just around the corner you may have wondered how our 

Christian faith, founded on the Word of God, can help us in understanding and acting 

in the political realm.  While a newsletter article is far too short to deal fully with this  

issue, let me suggest a couple of things.  First, God is in charge both of this church and 

the civil/governmental realm.  In the church he rules through his Word which brings us 

His law and gospel.  Why? To establish and maintain our faith.  Our political leaders 

and governmental agencies cannot forgive our sins, bring us eternal life, resurrect our 

bodies, destroy the power of the evil one, conquer death, and assure us of our  

connection to God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no program or person that 

can bring us what only Jesus can bring.  Jesus himself says òMy kingdom is not of this 

world.ó  (John 18:36)  

  However, God also works blessings in the civil realm, and he uses leaders of all 

types to do this.  Jesus himself said render unto the Caesar the things that are Caesar's 

and to God the things that are Godõs.  It is noteworthy that Caesar was not a  

Christian.  In this realm we should ask ourselves, what is best for others?  Here things 

can get complicated. For example, we should defend life from its beginning to its  

natural end, but good Christians can disagree on how best this can happen.  As  

Christians, we are uniquely set up to help others because we know Godõs will for  

humanity in the Word of God (see commandments 4 -10).   Loving our neighbor  

involves sacrifice, and part of that hard work may mean getting involved in various 

local and national governmental things, including informed voting.  It may mean  

finding ways to serve the community through various organizations and volunteer  

opportunities.  It could also mean that we question and hold to account those in the 

governmental realm. It is easy to become cynical about all thingõs government, and 

other places in the civil realm.  Yet, because people and their lives are impacted in 

this realm, let us check the òIõm out of hereó attitude.   It might be that more questions 

are raised in this article than answered, but I hope and pray that you have additional 

food for thought as the election nears.  Yours in Christ,  Pastor Krenz  
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Deadline for Submissions (articles,  

photos, calendar updates, etc.) for  

Decemberõs Newsletter: Nov. 18th. 

Mary Clyde Family  

Ú Tell us about how you 

got connected to St. 

Paulõs? How long have you 

been members?  
I have been a member of 
St PaulĬs my whole life, 
except for the 5 years when my family moved to 
Philadelphia for my husbandĬs job. I was  
confirmed and married at St. PaulĬs by Pastor 
Melchoir.  
 

Ú Tell us about your family; what are your interests; 

what you enjoy doing outside of church?  

I have been married to my husband Ray for 37 
years. We have two adult sons Matt & Chris. Chris 
is married to Sarah and lives in Springfield Il. 
Matt lives here in Columbia. I enjoy taking my 
dog Bailey for long walks. I also enjoy traveling 
especially going on cruises. 
 

Ú What do you like best about St. Paulõs Lutheran 

Church?  

St PaulĬs has always felt like my church home. 
Even when I lived in Philadelphia, we would  
return often and loved catching up with  
everyone. 
 

Ú What committees and groups have you been  

involved in over the years?  

I taught Sunday school when I was in high school 
and again when my children were young. I have 
volunteered for VBS and went on youth work 
camps. I am currently on the Board of Education 
and a member of the Ladies League. 
 

Ú What Bible verses or hymns have influenced your 

faith life?  

My favorite Bible verse Revelations 2:10  
ĮRemain faithful until death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.į  
My favorite hymn is ĮPeace like a Riverį. 

Worship Schedule Fall/Winter/Spring  
Sundays: 8 am Divine Service  

    9:15 - 10:15 am Adult Bible Study, SS Hour, Youth  

        10:30 am Divine Service  
 

Mondays: 6:30 pm Divine Service  

Sunday am Bible Study Schedule : 9:15 - 10:15 am  

Adult Bible Class  

Childrenõs Sunday School 

High School   

Tuesdays: 7:15 am Menõs Bible Study  

Wednesdays: 10 am Womenõs Bible Study 2 

Comforts of Love Quilters -Tuesdays  

Quilters meet Tuesdays  

from 9 am to 10:30 am  
Please join us! We have òsewó much fun!  

Thank you  

for all your support!  
 If you have any questions, contact 

Marianne May or Wanda Gross.  

 

Marriage  

Joseph Thomas and Loren Ruth Iorio  

Sunday, September 1, 2024  
 

Death  

Jeanette H. McLaughlin  

Saturday, October 19, 2024  

Columbia Lighted 

Christmas Parade  
Saturday, Dec 7, 5 pm .  

 A float is being planned  

& we need singers, walkers and Christmas Lights!  
All ages and singing abilities welcome.  

No extra time commitment for practice is needed as 

we will sing traditional Christmas songs.   

Come join the fun!   Sign up in the Narthex please.  
 

If you have Red or White Christmas Lights to donate, 

(LED preferred) please drop in the box in the Narthex.  
 

The youth will help decorate the float on Sunday  

November 17, 1:00 - ?? at Kevin and Lillian 

Koenigstein's house, 606 Rockhampton, Columbia.  

Official Acts of the Church 

6-9 pm  
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 Purple and orange table decorations brought us into 

the Fall/LWML spirit. After the common table   prayer, our 

lunch of Imoõs pizza and salad were enjoyed by the group. 

Nancy Radentz, Vice -President, led a devotion entitled òIn 

Times of NeedéMy Worries or Godõs Peace?ó Wanda Gross led a short  

Bible study entitled òTake My Lifeó based on the hymn òTake My Life and Let It 

Be.ó  A business meeting followed and LWML news was shared.  After the  

meeting, Thanksgiving cards were prepared for our church member shut -ins. 

 October continued to be a busy month for us with the celebration of 

LWML Sunday on the 13 th, Confirmation Prayer Friend meeting on the 16 th, and 

church decorating/ice cream social on the 24 th.  All were great fellowship  

opportunities for our members!  

 Our next meeting will take place on November 7th at 11:30 a.m. in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Hostesses will be Helen Nowak and Sandy Roessler.  We will have 

the election/re -election of the President and Secretary of our group.  In addition, 

we will begin making plans for topics and set up the hostess schedule for 2025.  
 

 LWML News  

1) Metro South Zone meeting was held at Zion, Belleville on October 17 th. Plans have 

begun for the prayer service we will host here on March 29, 2025.   

2) Our zone will have a Fall Workshop at Zion, Mascoutah on November  2 nd  to make 

cross bookmarks with Bible verses for the SID Prison Ministry. There is a basket on our 

LWML counter for you to donate calendar photos or card fronts for the bookmarks.  
 

Come and join us anytime at our meetings, events, or service projects.   

For more information about Mailbox Membership or other events,  

contact Wanda Gross at 618 -281-4691. 

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission,  

we joyfully proclaim Christ,  

support missions,  

and equip women to honor God  

by serving others . 

LWML/LADIES LEAGUE 
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ELDER SCHEDULE 8:00 AM  10:30 AM  Monday 6:30 PM  

November 3 & 4  David Greatting  Toby Search  Scott Peery  
 

   

November 10 & 11  Mark Eischer  Charles Consolino  Glen Grebing  

    

November 17 & 18  Scott Moeslein  Levi Ottwell  Bob Thoma  

    

November 24 & 25  Scott Moeslein  Charles Consolino  Glen Grebing  

    

November 28  

 Thanksgiving  9am  

Levi Ottwell      



 

 

The greatest grace of a gift, perhaps, is that it anticipates and admits of no return.  

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
 

 

The  

heart  

of the  

giver 

makes  

the gift 

dear  

and  

precious.  

- Martin  

Luther  
 

 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,  

to be understood, as to understand, to be loved, as to love;  for it is in giving that we receive,  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  

- St. Francis of Assisi  4 

OOPS ð Whatõs 

YOUR Story?  
 

 

 
Whatõs your story?  How did you come to Jesus 

ñat a baptismal font as a baby or somewhere 

along the road of life?   

Who (besides the Holy Spirit ) played a role in 
your coming to faith in Jesus Christ as your 

Lord and Savior?  Your parents?  A friend?  

Your spouse?   

Have you ever taken the time -to write it down,  

to read it aloud to yourself,  

to share it with your family or friends?   

Well, why not?   

It is an important story, isnõt it?   

It is worthy of sharing, isnõt it?   

Or, have you ever asked someone ñfriend or 

strangerñto share their story with you?   

Thatõs important too, isnõt it?   
 

And those are your Board of Christian Outreachõs 

Outreach Opportunity Suggestions for this month.   

NOTICEñHis name is Jesus Christ and He  

approves of this message!!!   
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Your 2025 Intentional Giving Forms -   
 On Sunday, December 8 th at both services we are inviting members to bring forth 

their 2025 intentional giving forms and place them in the stewardship box  during the  

worship service.   Each member will receive their intention giving forms sometime in the  

middle part of November.   As you consider your financial responses to Godõs continued 

love, we also encourage our fellow members to intentionally consider their time and talent 

responses.   

 One thing to keep in mind, the congregation is contemplating adding another full 

time church worker here at St. Paulõs in the latter part of 2025.  More than likely this would  

be a Director of Christian Education or a Deaconess who would serve in the areas of youth, 

young adults, and families. While we have some funds that could supplement the cost,  

it would mean an increase in our church budget.    

 Please consider that possibility as you consider your 2025 giving plan.   

 -The Stewardship Board .   



 

 

Youth Ministry  

Greetings to all!  

October has been a very busy month as 

I continue to settle into my position as 

Youth Leader, but we had two events  

this past month.  

First, with the High Schoolers, we went 

Mini-Golfing at Pirate's Crusade before 

the weather turns to Winter. We had an  

excellent time and several Hole -In-Ones. 

We had a devotion talking about the 

Joy of Practice even when Obstacles 

may knock our ball off course.  

Second, we had a Reformation Party 

with the Middle  Schoolers, they learned 

about Martin Luther and the 95 Theses. 

We played some games and had a  

devotion on the central Gospel truth that Jesus' death and 

resurrection is how we are made righteous before God.  
 

November  is fast approaching and several important events 

are coming  up. First, we have the Scouting for Food when we will help the Food Pantry on  

November 23rd . Second, after Thanksgiving, we will set up the Christmas Tree as we enter the  

Advent season in preparation  for Jesus' birth. The end of the year approaches but God's Word 

never changes. ñMichael Ewert  
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