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Tuesday Menõs Bible Study 

Meet w/ us at 7:15 am in the Narthex. All men welcome.  

We are studying the Old Testament, Epistle & Gospel  

readings for the following Sunday.  
 

Ladies Bible Study w/ Nancy  

Our study continues on Wednesdays, at 10 am In the SS 

room at the far end of hallway.  
 

Fridays, Once a Month : NUMBERS is NEXT in 2025 

You are invited to tackle the Old Testament book of  

NUMBERS one Friday night each month. Our next meeting 

will take place on March 14, 2025 at 6:30 PM   Discover how 

our gracious Heavenly Father uses numbers & other gifts to 

sustain, guide, & forgive His Chosen People during their  

40 years of struggling  & wandering  in the wilderness & 

promises to keep us safe & saved today too.  Please call or 

text Pastor Sievers (314 -882-2097) so he can get your $10 

study guide to you beforehand.  
 

    

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class:   9:15 am   

Revelation Highlights: Join us on Sunday mornings as we 

continue our study of the book of Revelation.  This class will 

cover key chapters and themes in this encouraging but  

often misunderstood book.  
 

Coming Soon  

¶ Sometime in March we will be sending out an        

outreach survey and a gifts and talents survey .   

¶ While the particulars are being assembled, we do ask 

you to prayerfully think through what kind of outreach 

training might be useful for you, and what areas in 

the congregation your gifts and talents might best be 

utilized.    

¶ We hope to have a paper and online way to fill out 

this survey.   

 The stewardship and outreach committees.    

QUESTION: What does the LCMS believe  

regarding man's freedom of will?  
 

ANSWER:  

    The Lutheran Cyclopedia  (Erwin L. Lueker, editor;  

Concordia Publishing House, 1975) contains the following 

helpful summary of the Lutheran understanding of 

what Scripture teaches regarding the freedom of the 

will:  The scriptural doctrine of the freedom of the  

human will is closely connected with the doctrine of 

original sin.  The doctrine of the freedom of the human 

will after the fall of man must be studied from the  

viewpoint of original sin.  

    Scripture emphatically declares that man, also after 

the fall, continues to be a responsible moral agent, 

who in earthly matters, to some extent, may exercise 

freedom of will; but it asserts that "natural man does 

not receive the things of the Spirit of God, ... neither 

can he know them" (1 Cor. 2:14); that man, by nature, 

is "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1); that "the   

carnal mind is enmity against God" (Rom. 8:7) and that 

no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 

Ghost" (1 Cor. 12:3).  

    Accordingly, Scripture denies to man after the fall 

and before conversion freedom of will in spiritual  

matters, and Scripture asserts that conversion is         

accomplished entirely through the Holy Spirit by the 

Gospel. God "has saved us ... not according to our 

works, but according to His own purpose and grace" (2 

Tim. 1:9).  

     Article 18 on the Freedom of the Will in the Augsburg 

Confession, which like the small catechism  accurately 

reflects the Biblical witness  states:  

It is also taught among us that man possesses some 

measure of freedom of the will which enables him to 

live an outwardly honorable life and to make choices 

among the things that reason comprehends. But    

without the grace, help, and activity of the Holy Spirit 

man is not capable of making himself acceptable to 

God, of fearing God and believing in God with his 

whole heart, or of expelling inborn evil lusts from his 

heart. This is accomplished by the Holy Spirit, who is  

given through the Word of God, for Paul says in 1 Cor. 

2:14, "Natural man does not receive the gifts of the  

Spirit of God."  

    Additional Scripture passages which may be helpful 

as you study and discuss this issue are:  

John 1:12 -13; 15:16-19;  

Rom. 10:14-17;  

Eph. 1:4; 2:1-9;  

Col. 3:12;  

2 Thess. 2:13. 
k °«®|¨; 
k«ª ¡®¥ª£¯ 
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Adult Bible Education  

March Wednesdays:  3/5, 3/12, 3/19  
1st & 3rd Wed - 1:30-3pm  2nd Wed - 4-5:30 pm  

Call 281 -4600 for assistance on all other days.  

Current Pantry Needs:   

Cereal and Chili  

MONTHLY: 1st  & 3rd Wednesdays: 1:30 -3 pm 2nd Wednesday: 4 -5:30 pm  

227 North Goodhaven Street, Columbia, IL  62236  

St. Paulõs Lutheran Church 

Ministry

http://cyclopedia.lcms.org/
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March Preschool News  òLet us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.ó ð 1 John 3:18  

 

We would like to extend a special thank you to the following:  

Ú Southern Illinois Pediatric Dentistry for their annual visit to our class for Dental  

 Awareness Month.  

Ú The Columbia Police Department and Columbia EMS for scheduling a visit to speak with 

the children about safety awareness and the opportunity to explore their vehicles.  

Ú Thrivent members who generously donated their Choice Dollars to the preschool. Your  

continued support is deeply appreciated.  
 

Enrollment for the upcoming 2025 -2026 school year is open and spots are filling --Word 

must be getting out! Give us a call at 618-281-4190 if you know anyone looking for a great 

preschool.  

-Shelly Augustin,  

Director/Teacher  

We spent much of the month of February 

embracing the spirit of friendship,  

kindness, and love through various  

activities and centers!  

The children made special cards for their 

friends and families in our writing center 

and have been practicing their cutting 

skills by cutting out hearts for us to        

decorate our classroom with.  

ã They also learned about pets and how 

to care for them.  

ã Our dinosaur theme is always a  

favorite! Pretending to be paleontologists 

by digging up fossils in the sand, playing in 

our Jurassic park area, doing a 

little excavating, and participating 

in science experiments hatching 

dinosaur eggs are always big hits 

every year and full of so many 

learning experiences!  

ã For our Valentineõs celebration, 

the children participated in Valen-

tine games, enjoyed special treats and  

exchanged Valentines with their  

classmates. They are such a loving group 

of sweet and thoughtful children! We are 

so blessed!  

March Jesus Lessons  
¶ Zacchaeus  

¶ The Widowõs Offering 

¶ Jesus Washes the     

        Disciples Feet  

¶ Jesus Dies and Arises  
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Our Mission Statement:   
To Provide Parenting Resources & Christ-Centered Spiritual Care in a  

Residential Setting, to Mothers Whose Children are Currently in Foster Care,  
Empowering Them to Rebuild & Reunite Their Families. 

 

˒  Eve's Restoration Ministries is now a 501c3 non profit organization !  

˒  We plan to open our women's home, "Eve's Restoration Home" in Southern Illinois in 2028.  

˒  We are in the beginning phases of applying to be an RSO with the LCMS as well.  

˒  Our fundraising goal for 2025 is $55,000 . At this point, we have raised 25% of our goal.   

˒  If you feel led to give a tax deductible donation, please feel free to make checks payable to "Eve's Restoration  

    Ministries" and give to the church office. We also have ways to donate online as well as more information about   

    this ministry on our website: www.evesrestorationministries.org  

˒  As always we appreciate your support and prayers.  
 

Interested in joining our church committee to support Eve's Restoration Home?  

Committee meetings are bi -monthly, the 3rd Tuesday of each month . Our next meeting is April 15th .  

This committee's goal is to work alongside our fundraising committee to sponsor some events to fund the home.  

The group is low - commitment  and needs more members! Please prayerfully consider joining us!   
 

For questions or if you are interested in getting involved with this ministry,  

 please contact Amanda Douglas at 314 -221-6700 or evesrestorationhome@gmail.com  

http://www.evesrestorationministries.org
mailto:evesrestorationhome@gmail.com


 

 

**Proceeds benefit St. Paulõs Youth Group ** Proceeds benefit St. Paulõs Youth Group** 

St. Paulôs Lutheran, Columbia IL 
227 Goodhaven - Rt 3 & Bottom Ave 

 (across from Walgreens) 

Sat March 15, 8am-noon 
Proceeds benefit St. Paulõs Youth Group 

Bag-a-Bargain all day! $5/bag 

(bag provided) 

Half price 11:30 ð 12:00  

(furniture negotiable) 

Cash Only Please 
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Drop -off at lower parking lot   

Thur Mar 13, 4ð8pm  

& Fri Mar 14, 10ð7pm  
 

Questions:  Lillian 618.541.4657      

Sponsored by Thrivent Financial  

Youth Ministry  
 

Blessings as we prepare for Lent! We are preparing for the  

tri-annual National Youth Gathering this July in New Orleans . 

Every three years thousands of LCMS High School students  

gather together for a time of fellowship, worship, and learning.  

I had the opportunity to go twice when I was in High School to 

San Antonio and New Orleans it was wonderful seeing the body 

of Christ gather together as one. This year students here have  

the opportunity to experience it also. I hope they enjoy it and  

are able to grow in faith through the experience of the  

gathering.  

One major support for the trip to the National Youth Gathering  

is the upcoming annual rummage sale St. Paul's hosts. It is such  

a blessing to see the congregation support and uplift the ministry 

to the youth. The rummage is a beautiful example of the body  

of Christ working together. I'm thankful for your support of me  

and of the youth.   
 

Speaking Christ, Michael Ewert  
 

3/15 Annual Youth Rummage Sale  

The rummage  sale needs all hands -on deck!   If students want to 

attend NYG, their help is required  and at least one of their adults. 

We usually make money to help assist in funding the National 

Youth Gathering Trip! We need at least 6 adult helpers.   
 

Setup is: 

March 13 Thursday after school till 8 pm  or so  

March 14 Friday after school for kids,  9 am adults till done  

 (about 8:30/9:00)  
 

Sale day :  

Saturday, March 15 at 7 am till done about 2:30/3 pm,  

Donuts juice and lunch will be provided. Folks don't have to be there all these times.   It's a lot of fun!   
 

In addition 1 -2 helpers needed please to assist Randy Moeckel in moving any furniture donations for the rummage 

sale.  Contact Lillian Koenigstein  618.541.4657 if you can help . -Blessings and stay warm!  

The Epistle   March  2025  
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In Marché   
SS hour is 9:15 am 

to 10:15 am.  

 
March 2  

    The Wise KingñSolomon Prays for Wisdom  

March 9  

    The Unwise Wise KingñSolomon Builds the Temple  

March 16  

    The Passion Prediction ñMary Anoints Jesus  

March 23  

    The King ArrivesñJesus Rides into Jerusalem   

March 30  

    A Trusting WidowñJesus Teaches about Offerings  

 

A note for all 1st -5th grade Sunday School  

parents - Stay tuned for upcoming opportunities 

for your child/children/family to serve, connect, 

and socialize!  

Our first event will be happening in March with 

more information being communicated as it  

becomes available.  
 

For more information, contact Karen Mueller  

806-4369. 

Save the Date - Easter Egg Hunt 

April 5th 2 pm  
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Elder Schedule March 2025  

 8:00 AM  10:30 AM  6:30 PM  11:00 AM  6:00 PM 

March    2    3  Dave Greating  Toby Search  Scott Peery     

        Ash Wednesday    R. Stechmesser     Charlie Consolino  

March    9  10  Mark Eischer  Charlie Consolino  Glenn Grebing     

        Midweek Wed  3/12    Scott Peery     Levi Ottwell  

March  16  17  Dave Greating  Levi Ottwell  Bob Thoma     

        Midweek Wed  3/19     Bob Thoma    Mark Eischer  

March  23  24  Dave Greating  Toby Search  Scott Peery     

        Midweek Wed  3/26     Charlie Consolino    Toby Search  

March  30   31  Patrick Grandt  Levi Ottwell  Bob Thoma     

        Midweek Wed  4/2  TBD   Glenn Grebing  

April    6    7  Dave Greating  Toby Search  Scott Peery     

        Midweek Wed  4/9  TBD   Scott Peery  

April  13  14  Mark Eischer  Charlie Consolino  Glenn Grebing     

        Maundy Thurs  4/17  none  6:30 PM - TBD 

        Good Friday  4/18     Dave Greating  6:30 PM - TBD 

        6:30 AM EASTER SUNRISE         TBD 

April  20  EASTER  

21 

TBD Levi Ottwell  Bob Thoma     

April  27  28   Mark Eischer  Charlie Consolino  Glenn Grebing     

 

OOPS ð Take the Survey  
Do you have friends, neighbors, relatives, 

children/grandchildren, or a spouse whom 

you love and worry about because you  

suspect they may be losing their faith in  

Jesus Christ or perhaps have never really 

believed Him to be their only Savior?   

If so, your Board of Christian Outreach 

would like to offer you some practical  

training to help you share your faith and 

concern with them whenever you are 

moved by the Holy Spirit to do so.  To help 

us tailor our training to meet your needs, 

please fill out and return The Outreach 

Training Survey your will find in church  

bulletins throughout the Lenten season.    

If you feel comfortable, please give us your 

name and phone number so we can  

contact you when we begin the outreach 

training you have requested.  
 

Just another OOPS  

from your Board of Christian Outreach.                                         

The Epistle   March 2025  



 

 

The Epistle   March 2025  

LWML/Ladies League ð February 2025  

The fellowship hall was decorated for Valentines Day 

for our February meeting.  Vice President Nancy  

Radentz sent in a devotion --From Quiet Times to 

Noisy Love: Bad Hair Moment.  14 members and  

Pastor Krenz were in attendance. We enjoyed the 

luncheons we brought.  Our February hostess were 

Marilyn Snider and Jane Stumpf and special mention 

to Mary C for her òMrs. Carterõs strawberry cream 

cake.  Mike Roediger shared photos and spoke 

about his and his wifeõs trip to Egypt.  It was very  

interesting and informative.  The pyramids and  

temples are amazing feats of engineering. Mike  

suggests staying away from camel meat.  
Standing committee reports were given.  

Alter committee ñPastor mentioned looking forward 

to new Lenten banners.  

Comforts of Love ñcontinue to work on quilts which 

will be donated to the Lutheran Disaster Response 

Team at our March Zone Prayer Service.  

Flower committee ñwe are still prayerfully searching 

for someone to take over the responsibility from 

Kathy Stechmesser.  If someone in the congregation 

is interested, please contact Kathy S or Jane S.   

Decorating committee ñdiscussed continuing the 

flower cross at Easter and new seasonal wreaths for 

the outside doors.  
LWML and other upcoming events.   

1) President Jane Stumpf will attend the Zone Board  

meeting on February 13.  

2) We will host the Metro South Zone Prayer Service  

on March 22. The planning committee gave their 

report. There will be a continental breakfast and 

soup, salad, and dessert for lunch. The speaker will 

be a member of the Lutheran Early Response Team 

and Pastor will conduct the Prayer Service.  

3) The SID Spring retreat  will be held at St. Markõs  

Lutheran Church in Steelville on Saturday March 29, 

2025.  Contact Jane Stumpf or Marily Snider if you 

want to register.  Both the Zone Prayer Service and 

Spring retreat are open to all women in the  

congregation not just LWML members.  
 

The meeting ended in prayer.  After the meeting  

Valentines Day cards were signed and addressed to 

our shut ins and college students.  
Ú Next meeting will be held on March 6 at 11:30 am.  

Next monthõs hostesses will be Stefanie Newbill and 

Jane Stumpf.  Our activity will be getting ready for 

the Prayer Service.  We invite and welcome any 

new members to our meetings.  

LWML Mission Statement  
As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, & equip women to honor God by serving others . 
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