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November 2025 Newsletter Article 
 

Sally called her daughter to let her know a company had just installed an alarm system on her house.   
It was complete with motion sensors, door sensors, window sensors, a panic button, and even glass  
breakage sound sensors. Sally remarked, ĮAfter the rash of break-ins in the neighborhood lately, I 
Installed this to give me peace of mind. But now that I have all these protections in place, I almost feel 
captive in my home, not feeling safe to go outside anymore.į 
 

SallyĬs experience is what happens when we focus our lives merely on Įprotecting what is ours.į  God has 
not given us blessings to store them, but to use them.  With his blessings, we bless our families, and we 
bless ministries so that the life of Jesus is shared in our communities and world.  While there is no harm 
in taking precautions in an often dangerous world, our hope is not found in those precautions.  We never 
want those precautions to take the place of active blessings. 
 

That same thing is true about putting together our Christian Estate Plans.  It is easy to get caught up in 
all the Įwhat-ifsį of life, trying to protect against them that in the end we lose our focus on blessing the 
next generation with Jesus.  Your LCMS Foundation Gift Planning Counselor can help. 
Contact Scott Radden @ 618-977-4049 or scott.radden@lfnd.org 

Catechism Ponderings -
The Third Commandment 
 
Remember the Sabbath 
day by keeping it holy. 
 

What does this mean? 
 

We should fear and love 
God so that we do not 
despise preaching and His 
Word but hold it sacred 
and gladly hear and learn it. 
Imagine having a friend 
where the communication 
went only one direction. 
You always talked, and 
your friend only listened.  
My hunch is, this sort of 
friendship would not last, 
because good relationships 
involve both listening and 
talking.  To refuse God¡s 
Word that comes to us in a 
spoken, read, and  
sacramental way in public 
worship is essentially  
saying, ¢God, this  
relationship we have  

happens on my terms and not on Your terms.£    
It is certainly good for us to receive God¡s Word 
and speak to God outside of public worship 
through personal devotions, prayer, and group  
Bible studies.  Yet, most of us are not disciplined 
and focused enough to spend an hour plus hearing 
God¡s Word, praying, singing, and reflecting on the 
God who is so good to us.  In addition, if we  
continually miss worship, we also miss out on the 
blessings of the Lord¡s Supper.   May the Lord help 
each of us hold his word sacred, and gladly hear 
and learn it! 

k °«®|¨; 
k«ª ¡®¥ª£¯ 
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In appreciation:    

Thank you so much for the 

generous Visa gift card 

you sent in honor of Pastor 

Appreciation Month.  Itõs 

been a true blessing to 

serve in this congregation 

over the past seven years, 

and - God willing - Lisa and I 

hope to stay here for some 

time to come. Weõd be 

delighted to welcome you 

to a  
Congregation  

Thank-You Open House   

at our home on  
Sunday, December 14th 

from 4ð6 PM. 

May the God of all hope 

continue to bless each  

of you richly as you  

continue to serve the  

Savior who never ceases 

to serve us.   

-Pastor and Lisa        

Our Mission Statement:   
To Provide Parenting Resources & 

Christ-Centered Spiritual Care in 

a Residential Setting, to Mothers 

Whose Children are Currently in 

Foster Care, Empowering Them to Rebuild & Reunite Their 

Families. 

DID YOU KNOW . . .  

Eveõs Restoration 

Ministries is a  

start -up non -profit 

501(c)(3)  

organization  

affiliated with  

our church?  

DID YOU KNOW . . . 

as a charitable  

organization,  

your gift is  

tax -deductible.  

DID YOU KNOW . . . 

our 2025 goal is to 

raise 55,000.00.  

So far, we are at 

$41,000.00.  

Amanda Douglas   314 -221-6700 or  

evesrestorationhome@gmail.com  

UPCOMING 
      Our  

    friends at  

    St. Paulõs  

         will have the 

 opportunity  

 to support  

 Eveõs Restoration 

  Ministries 

  through a  

  GIVING 

    TREE.   

            It will be  

  located in 

    the  

    narthex 

  from  

  Nov 28th 

     through 

   Dec 31st.  
 

Please consider  

participating by choosing 

an ornament with a  

specific dollar amount  

as your gift.  
 

STATISTIC 
There are over 50 children 

in foster care in Monroe 

County.  
 

EDUCATION FACT 
Eveõs Restoration Ministriesõ 

goal will be to provide a 

safe environment where 

mothers of children in fos-

ter care can work through 

their struggles and gain the 

ability to take care 

of  themselves and their 

children with a Lutheran 

(LCMS) approach .   

Together, we can empower mothers to rebuild and reunite their families!  

mailto:evesrestorationhome@gmail.com


 

 

Preschool News November 2025  
We continue soaking up all the beauty this season brings! The children have loved  
exploring our fall-themed centers and are eagerly looking forward to our upcoming  
Fall Class Party. This year, we are excited to have the Ladies League join the fun  
as they will be handing out treats to the preschoolers as they trick -or-treat in 
the Sunday School rooms. We are so thankful for their offering to participate 
and blessing the little ones with smiles and treats during our celebration! 
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, we¡re taking time to pause and be 
thankful for all the blessings in our lives. We¡ll end the month with our annual 
Thanksgiving Feast, a special tradition for our students and their families.  
The celebration features a short singing program for the families, followed by a time of  
fellowship and a tasty feast prepared with help from the children. 
YAnd, as we continue our thankfulness, we would like to extend heartfelt thanks to:  

Y The Columbia Volunteer Fire Department  for their fun and educational visit during Fire Safety Week.  

Y Thrivent members  for generously donating Choice Dollars to support our preschool.  

Y The Ladies League  for handing out treats to our preschoolers as part of our Fall class party.  

Y Our preschool families  who have volunteered to help with our Fall Class Party.  

Y St. Paulõs Lutheran Church and the Board of Education  for their ongoing encouragement and support.  

Y Everyone who cast a vote  for our preschoolõs scarecrow in Main Streetõs Scarecrow Crawl! 
 

We are truly grateful for this season of learning, laughter, and community.  

Watching the children grow, explore, and share kindness with others is a joy and a blessing 

every day. - Preschool Director, Shelly Augustin 

November Jesus Lessons  
ÚGod Protects Moses 
ÚMoses and Pharaoh 

ÚThanksgiving and Blessings 

The Epistle   November 2025  
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On Saturday, November 8, 

Trinity is hosting a  

"Parenting the Prodigals"  

retreat from 9 -3.   
Our guest speaker will be Paula from 

Faith Family Reunion, a non -profit 

that is run by LCMS pastors and  

laypeople.   The retreat will focus on 

comforting those who mourn having 

a family member outside the 

Church, as well as working together 

on sharing the gospel of Jesus with 

their non -churched family  

members.    

¢Give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is 
good; His love  
endures forever.£  

-Psalm 107:1 

Sunday, Nov. 2:  
Martin Ott Pipe Organ 40th Anniversary 

Concert at 3 p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church, Waterloo. Guest Organists are  

Sarah Koester and Justin Tayon.  

There will also be bell and vocal choirs.  

A light reception will follow the concert.  


